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White nationalist Jason Kessler speaks at a rally near the White House on the one year anniversary of the Charlottesville “Unite the Right” rally, Sunday, Aug. 12, 2018, 
in Washington. 
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Vigil, marches mark anniversary of deadly far-right protest 


By MICHAEL KUNZELMAN 
and SARAH RANKIN 
Associated Press 
CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. (AP) 

— A year after a deadly 
gathering of far-right ex¬ 
tremists in Charlottesville, 
Virginia, a few dozen white 
nationalists marched Sun¬ 
day across from the White 
House, their numbers 
dwarfed by thousands of 
counterprotesters, while 
the mother of a woman 
killed at last summer's pro¬ 
test said the country con¬ 
tinues to face unhealed 
racial wounds. 

The events, largely peace¬ 
ful though tense at times in 
Charlottesville and Wash¬ 
ington, were part of a day 
of speeches, vigils and 
marches marking the an¬ 
niversary of what was one 
of the largest gatherings 
of white nationalists and 
other far-right extremists in 
a decade. In Washington, 
dozens of police in bright 
yellow vests formed a tight 
cordon around the small 
group of white national¬ 
ists, separating them from 
shouting counterprotest¬ 
ers within view of the White 
House. 

President Donald Trump 
wasn't at home — he has 
been at his golf club in New 
Jersey for more than a week 
on a working vacation. Ja¬ 
son Kessler, the principal or¬ 
ganizer of last year's “Unite 
the Right” event, led what 
he called a white civil rights 
rally in Lafayette Square, di¬ 
rectly across the street from 
the White House. 

Kessler said in his permit ap¬ 
plication that he expected 
100 to 400 people to par¬ 
ticipate, though the num¬ 
ber appeared lower. Just 
before 4 p.m., a contingent 
of fewer than 30 white na¬ 
tionalists began marching 
through the streets. 



Susan Bro, mother of Heather Heyer who was killed during last year's Unite the Right rally, embraces 
supporters after laying flowers at the spot her daughter was killed in Charlottesville, Va., Sunday, 
Aug. 12, 2018. 


Counterprotesters who as¬ 
sembled ahead of the ral¬ 
ly’s scheduled start vastly 
outnumbered Kessler's 
crowd. By midafternoon, 
more than 1,000 people 
had already gathered in 
Freedom Plaza, also near 
the White House, to op¬ 
pose Kessler's demonstra¬ 
tion and also march to La¬ 
fayette Square. 

Makia Green, who rep¬ 
resents the Washington 
branch of Black Lives Mat¬ 
ter, told Sunday’s crowd: 
“We know from experience 
that ignoring white nation¬ 
alism doesn’t work." 

By about 5 p.m., those in 
Kessler's group packed into 
white vans and left, escort¬ 
ed by police. 

On Aug. 12, 2017, hundreds 
of neo-Nazis, skinheads and 
Ku Klux Klan members and 
other white nationalists de¬ 
scended on Charlottesville, 
in part to protest over the 
city’s decision to remove a 
monument to Confederate 
Gen. Robert E. Lee from a 


park. 

In Charlottesville Sunday, 
the mother of a woman 
killed when a car plowed 
into a crowd of counter¬ 
protesters at a white na¬ 
tionalist rally last summer 
said there's much healing 
to do a year after the vio¬ 
lence. 

Heather Heyer’s mother, 
Susan Bro, laid flowers at a 
makeshift memorial at the 
site of the attack in down¬ 
town Charlottesville. With 
a crowd gathered around 
her, she thanked them for 
coming to remember her 
daughter but also acknowl¬ 
edged the dozens of others 
injured and the two state 
troopers killed when a he¬ 
licopter crashed that day. 
“There’s so much healing 
to do,” Bro said. “We have 
a huge racial problem in 
our city and in our country. 
We have got to fix this or 
we'll be right back here in 
no time." 

The city of Charlottes¬ 
ville said four people 


Associated Press 

were arrested. Two arrests 
stemmed from a confron¬ 
tation near a statue of 
Confederate Gen. Robert 
E. Lee where a Spotsylva¬ 
nia, Virginia, man stopped 
to salute the statue and a 
Charlottesville woman con¬ 
fronted him and a physical 
altercation took place, of¬ 
ficials said. 

Earlier this month, Face- 
book stunned and an¬ 
gered counterprotest or¬ 
ganizers when it disabled 
their Washington event's 
page, saying it and others 
had been created by “bad 
actors" misusing the social 
media platform. The com¬ 
pany said at the time that 
the page may be linked 
to an account created by 
Russia’s Internet Research 
Agency — a so-called troll 
farm that has sown discord 
in the U.S. — but counter¬ 
protesters said it was an au¬ 
thentic event they worked 
hard to organize. 
Government and police of¬ 
ficials in Washington have 


expressed confidence 
the city can manage the 
events without violence: 
the mayor and police chief 
promised a massive securi¬ 
ty mobilization to keep pro¬ 
testers and counterprotest¬ 
ers apart. 

Earlier in the day in Char¬ 
lottesville, more than 200 
people gathered in a park 
to protest racism and mark 
the anniversary. The group 
sang songs and listened 
to speakers, among them 
Courtney Commander, a 
friend of Heyer's who was 
with her when she was 
killed. “She is with me to¬ 
day, too,” Commander 
said. 

Last year in Charlottesville, 
fighting broke out between 
attendees and counterpro¬ 
testers. Authorities eventu¬ 
ally forced the crowd to 
disperse, but a car later 
barreled into the crowd of 
peaceful counterprotest¬ 
ers. 

A state police helicopter 
later crashed, killing Lt. Jay 
Cullen and Trooper-Pilot 
Berke Bates. 

Law enforcement officials 
faced blistering criticism 
in the aftermath of last 
year's rally for what was 
perceived as a passive re¬ 
sponse to the violence that 
unfolded. A review by a 
former U.S. attorney found 
a lack of coordination be¬ 
tween state and city police 
and an operational plan 
that elevated officer safety 
over public safety. 

The anniversary weekend 
was marked by a much 
heavier police presence, 
which also drew criticism 
from some activists. 

At one point Sunday, 
demonstrators marched 
through Charlottesville, 
chanting, “Cops and Klan 
go hand in hand,” and “Will 
you protect us?”Q 
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President Donald Trump gives the thumbs-up to members of 
Bikers for Trump and supporters, Saturday, Aug. 11,2018, outside 
the clubhouse of Trump National Golf Club in Bedminster, N.J. 

Associated Press 


Rain pouring. Trump rages on 
Twitter and hangs with bikers 


By JILL COLVIN and JEFF 
HORWITZ 
Associated Press 
BEDMINSTER, N.J. (AP) — 

As rain dumped on his golf 
club, President Donald 
Trump raged on Saturday, 
lashing out at his Justice 
Department on Twitter be¬ 
fore welcoming members 
of a “Bikers for Trump” fan 
group to the manicured 
grounds. 

Dozens and dozens of 
gleaming Harleys, Hondas 
and other motorcycles 
descended on the central 
New Jersey property for 
what had been billed as 
an outdoor photo-op with 
Trump. But pouring rain 
and flash-flood warnings 
scrambled the plan, send¬ 
ing soggy bikers inside a 
crystal-chandeliered club¬ 
house ballroom, where 
Trump signed autographs 
and posed for selfies and 
his guests booed reporters. 
It was a classic, chaotic 
Trump scene reminiscent of 
his ramshackle early cam¬ 
paign. The president was 
continuing an extended 
working vacation away 
from Washington. 

The day began on Twitter 
with a broadside against 
the FBI, which Trump ac¬ 
cused of stonewalling a 
public records request for 
former FBI deputy direc¬ 
tor Andrew McCabe’s text 
messages. 

“What are they hiding?" 
the president asked, 
threatening that he “may 
have to get involved” per¬ 
sonally in internal FBI busi¬ 
ness and warning, “DO 
NOT DESTROY.” 


Trump appeared in a bet¬ 
ter mood when he greeted 
the bikers, who chanted 
“Four more years!” and 
“USA!” as he entered the 
ballroom. 

Rain streamed down the 
windows and pools formed 
on the empty golf greens 
outside. 

He quickly pointed out the 
sopping-wet media, which 
sparked jeers and calls to 
“tell the truth." 

And he thanked the group, 
saying they’d been with 
him since the beginning 
and calling their motor¬ 
cycles “the most beautiful 
bikes anyone’s ever seen.” 
He later walked into the 
crowd of supporters, shak¬ 
ing hands, posing for selfies 
and signing autographs. 
Trump returned to the 
podium to poll those in 
the crowd on their views 
of the press, prompting 
more jeers. One joked that 
the press pool should be 
thrown out in the rain. 

The president largely ig¬ 
nored reporters' shouted 
questions, except for one 
about former White House 
adviser and reality star 
Omarosa Manigault New¬ 
man and her new book, 
which includes scandalous 

— and often unsupported 

— accusations against 
Trump. 

The president leaned over 
and cupped his hand 
around his mouth as if to 
whisper. 

“Lowlife. She's a lowlife," 
Trump said. 

He ignored a question 
about ongoing trade ne¬ 
gotiations with Mexico, 


which prompted some in 
the crowd to shout, “Build 
the wall!” 

The White House had said 
about 180 bikers would 
be attending the event, 
including military veter¬ 
ans and members of law 
enforcement agencies, 
as well as members of the 
New Jersey chapter of Bik¬ 
ers for Trump, whose mem¬ 
bers frequently attended 
Trump's campaign rallies, 
sometimes facing off with 
anti-Trump protesters.^ 
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Against all odds: Democrats pour money into longshot races 



In this Sunday, July 29, 2018, photo, Thara Narasimhan, left, talks with Democrat for Congress 
candidate Sri Kulkarni during a fundraiser in Houston. 


By PAUL J. WEBER 
Associated Press 
HOUSTON (AP) — Thara 
Narasimhan, who hosts an 
Hindu radio program in 
Houston, has already given 
$1,200 to a Democrat run¬ 
ning against Republican 
U.S. Rep. Pete Olson, who 
once drove around his 
solidly conservative Texas 
district with a “NEVER HILL¬ 
ARY” bumper sticker on his 
pickup. Her plans to do¬ 
nate even more bewilder 
friends. 

“It’s not the question of why 
I have to support a failing 
candidate,” said Narasim¬ 
han, mingling at a fundrais¬ 
er for Democrat Sri Kulkarni 
on a sweltering Texas sum¬ 
mer night. “Unless you put 
some faith in it, you're not 
going to make it work." 

The November midterms 
are on pace to shatter re¬ 
cords for political spend¬ 
ing. While more than $1 
billion raised so far nation¬ 
ally is helping finance bat¬ 
tlegrounds that are poised 
to decide control of Con¬ 
gress, restless donors aren't 
stopping there — they’re 
also putting cash into rac¬ 
es and places they never 
have before to help under¬ 
dog Democrats. 

Examples include: a district 
home to the Dallas Cow¬ 
boys’ stadium and held by 
the GOP since 1983; the 
South Carolina district of 
outgoing U.S. Rep. Mark 
Sanford; and a reliably Re¬ 
publican Southern Califor¬ 
nia district that President 
Donald Trump won by 15 
points. 

All are places where Dem¬ 
ocrats are outraising their 
Republicans opponents — 
a feat that while perhaps 
not changing the conven¬ 
tional wisdom about their 
chances, is succeeding in 
giving their campaigns un¬ 
usual viability. In Texas, 15 
Democratic challengers 
running in Republican-held 


districts have so far raised 
at least $100,000. In 2014, 
only one cracked six fig¬ 
ures. 

The average cost of win¬ 
ning a House seat is more 
than $1 million. And in Tex¬ 
as, some candidates still 
lag substantially behind 
despite their early hauls in 
places where Republicans 
have been invincible. 

But driving donors' eager¬ 
ness to open their wallets 
to longshot candidates, 
supporters say, is a mix of 
anti-Trump enthusiasm and 
optimism following upsets 
like Democrat Doug Jones’ 
last year in a Senate race 
in Alabama. Campaigns, 
meanwhile, say donors are 
simply responding to finally 
having better candidates in 
historically lopsided districts 
that previously attracted 
only fringe contenders who 
made little effort to pro¬ 
fessionally fundraise or run 


hard. 

At a crowded house par¬ 
ty in suburban Austin for 
Democrat MJ Hegar, Jana 
Reeves found a seat on a 
kitchen bench that was a 
long way from her own Hill 
Country home that isn’t 
even in Hegar’s congres¬ 
sional district. Hegar has 
raised more $1.7 million in 
large part due to a pol¬ 
ished six-minute campaign 
ad called “Doors" that got 
attention online and en¬ 
ticed donors like Reeves to 
give her a hand. 

“Even though it’s hopeless? 
You know why?” Reeves 
said of the giving to Hegar 
and other Democratic 
challengers. “Even though 
maybe my paltry money 
can't do much, I still want 
to support these people in 
the deep red districts, be¬ 
cause the Democrats (at 
party headquarters) aren't 
going to do it.” 


Associated Press 

In few places is the surge of 
money more evident than 
in Texas. At the top of the 
ticket. Rep. Beto O'Rourke 
is outraising Republican 
Sen. Ted Cruz in a state 
where Democrats have not 
won a statewide race since 
1994. Seven Democrats 
also outraised their GOP 
opponents between April 
and June in districts held by 
Republicans, bolstered by 
primary runoffs that forced 
campaigns to double 
down on fundraising. 

Hegar is among the most 
successful. The military vet¬ 
eran is running against Re¬ 
publican Rep. John Carter, 
who was re-elected to an 
eighth term in 2016 by 20 
points over a Democrat 
who only raised $16,000 to¬ 
tal. Now she has the atten¬ 
tion of Trump’s campaign 
team, which last month 
announced it would finan¬ 
cially help Carter along 


with roughly 100 other Re¬ 
publican House and Sen¬ 
ate candidates. 

For her part, Hegar doesn’t 
inveigh against Trump while 
passing the hat: She didn’t 
even mention his name 
while speaking to a living 
room of about 50 support¬ 
ers at the Austin fundraiser. 
She said afterward that she 
understands Trump was 
motivating some of the do¬ 
nors but she preferred to 
talk to them about other is¬ 
sues. 

“They want to fight against 
racism. They want to fight 
against bullying and in¬ 
timidation and things like 
that. And they're labeling 
those things with a person's 
name," Hegar said. “I think 
it’s more effective to fight 
against those themes.” 
Near Fort Worth, Demo¬ 
crat Jana Lynne Sanchez 
has raked in more than 
$358,000 and has cam¬ 
paigned through summer 
with more money than her 
heavily favored Repub¬ 
lican opponent, Ronald 
Wright. 

They're both running to 
replace GOP Rep. Joe 
Barton, who represented 
the district for more than 
30 years but abandoned 
plans for re-election after 
a nude photo of him circu¬ 
lated online. 

Sanchez bemoaned the 
“fish fries and pancake 
breakfasts” that candi¬ 
dates used in the past to 
raise money and spends six 
hours a day on the phone, 
competing with a half- 
dozen campaigns that she 
said are “sucking up most 
of the money” from big do¬ 
nors. On her list of ways to 
spend that money: hiring a 
campaign manager who 
has previous flipped a Re¬ 
publican district. 

“People who say, ‘Money 
doesn't vote,’ have never 
run a campaign," Sanchez 
said.Q 
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Crews make progress 
battling Southern 
California wildfire 


LAKE ELSINORE, Calif. (AP) 

— Aided by slightly cooler 
temperatures, firefighters 
made steady progress Sun¬ 
day in battling a wildfire 
that destroyed 16 structures 
as it raged through South¬ 
ern California's Cleveland 
National Forest. 

The Holy Fire was 41 per¬ 
cent contained Sunday 
afternoon after burning 
across 35.5 square miles 
(92 kilometers) of dry tim¬ 
ber and brush, said Lynne 
Tolmachoff of the Califor¬ 
nia Department of Forestry 
and Fire Protection. 

“The weather out here 
in California seems to be 
cooling down today and 
over the next couple days, 
and that should hopefully 
help firefighters get even 
more containment,” Tol¬ 
machoff said. “They should 
make better progress over 
the next couple of days.” 
They’ll need to, with tem¬ 
peratures, expected to 
again reach 100 degrees 
or more by the end of 


the week. The Holy Fire — 
named for Holy Jim Can¬ 
yon, where it began last 
Monday — is one of nearly 
20 blazes burning across 
California as the state sees 
earlier, longer and more 
destructive wildfire sea¬ 
sons because of drought, 
warmer weather attributed 
to climate change and 
home construction deeper 
into forests. 

With firefighters beginning 
to get a better handle on 
the blaze, they began to 
lift evacuation orders over 
the weekend for areas pre¬ 
viously in its path, said Tol¬ 
machoff, who did nof have 
exacf numbers. More than 
20,000 people were report¬ 
edly told to evacuate at 
one point. 

Aircraft have made flight 
after flight, dumping water 
and bright pink retardant 
on the blaze to protect 
Lake Elsinore and other 
foothill communities near 
the flames. 

The man accused of delib- 


Strongest-ever 
earthquake hits 
Alaska’s North 
Slope region 


KAVIK RIVER CAMP, Alaska 
(AP) — Alaska's North Slope 
was hit Sunday by the most 
powerful earthquake ever 
recorded in fhe region, the 
state's seismologist said. 

At 6:58 a.m. Sunday, the 
magnitude 6,.4 earth¬ 
quake struck an area 42 
miles (67 kilometers) east 
of Kavik River Camp and 
343 miles (551 kilometers) 
northeast of Fairbanks, the 
state's second-biggest 
city. The agency says the 
earthquake had a depth 
of about 6 miles (9.9 kilo¬ 
meters.) 

State seismologist Mike 
West told the Anchorage 
Daily News that the quake 
was the biggest recorded 
in the North Slope by a sub¬ 


stantial amount. “This is a 
very significant event that 
will take us some time to 
understand,” he told the 
Daily News. 

The previous most powerful 
quake in the North Slope 
was in 1995 at magnitude 
5.2, West told the newspa¬ 
per. 

The jump from a 5.2 to Sun¬ 
day’s 6.4 is significant be¬ 
cause earthquakes rapidly 
grow in strength as magni¬ 
tude rises, he said. 

“That's why at 6.4 this 
changes how we think 
about the region,” West 
said. “It's a little early to say 
how, but it’s safe to say this 
earthquake will cause a re- 
evaluation of the seismic 
potential of that area.’O 
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Rick Kincaid reacts as his wife Melodie Kincaid, left, finds his 
childhood toy as they sift through the charred remains of 
their home burned in the Carr Fire, Saturday, Aug. 11, 2018, in 
Redding, Calif. 

Associated Press 


erately starting the fire ap¬ 
peared in court on Friday, 
but his arraignment was 
postponed. 

Forrest Clark, 51, made 
several outbursts, claiming 
his life was being threat¬ 
ened and saying the arson 
charge against him was a 


lie. A court commissioner 
ordered his bail to remain 
at $1 million. 

Elsewhere, the largest fire 
ever recorded in Cali¬ 
fornia — the Mendocino 
Complex — burning north 
of Sacramento destroyed 
more than 100 homes. Q 
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Employees pose big potential danger to aviation, experts say 



This undated image posted to Richard Russell’s YouTube channel shows Russell, an airline ground 
agent. Investigators are piecing together how Russell stole an empty commercial airplane, took 
off from Sea-Tac International Airport in Seattle, and crashed into a small island in the Puget Sound 
in Washington. 


By RACHEL LA CORTE and 
KEITH RIDLER 
Associated Press 
OLYMPIA, Wash. (AP) — The 

theft of an empty plane by 
an airline worker who per¬ 
formed dangerous loops 
before crashing into a re¬ 
mote island in Puget Sound 
illustrated what aviation 
experts have long known: 
One of the biggest poten¬ 
tial perils for commercial 
air travel is airline or airport 
employees causing may¬ 
hem. “The greatest threat 
we have to aviation is the 
insider threat,” said Erroll 
Southers, a former FBI agent 
and transportation security 
expert. “Here we have an 
employee who was vetted 
to the level to have access 
to the aircraft and had a 
skill set proficient enough 
to take off with that plane." 
Video showed the Horizon 
Air Q400, a turboprop plane 
that seats 76 people, doing 
large loops and other dan¬ 
gerous maneuvers as the 
sun set on Puget Sound. 
The flight lasted about 75 
minutes, and ended Friday 
night when he crashed into 
the small island after being 
chased by military jets. The 
two F-15C aircraft scram¬ 
bled from Portland didn't 


fire the plane, authorities 
said. The man could have 
caused mass destruction, 
Southers said. 

“If he had the skill set to do 


loops with a plane like this, 
he certainly had the ca¬ 
pacity to fly it into a build¬ 
ing and kill people on the 
ground,” he said. 

A U.S. official briefed on the 
matter told The Associated 
Press the man was Richard 
Russell. The official wasn’t 
authorized to discuss the 
matter and spoke on the 
condition of anonymity. He 
is presumed to have died in 
the crash. 

Officials said he was a 3 
1 /2-year Horizon employee 
and had clearance to be 
among aircraft, but that to 
their knowledge, he wasn't 
a licensed pilot. He took 
the empty plane from a 
maintenance area. 

Alaska Airlines said the sus¬ 
pect was a ground service 
agent employed by Hori¬ 
zon. Those employees di- 


Associated Press 

reef aircraft for takeoff and 
gate approach and de-ice 
planes, as well as handle 
baggage. It’s unclear how 
the 29-year-old Russell at¬ 
tained the skills to do loops 
in the aircraft, authorities 
said. Gary Beck, CEO of 
Horizon Air, said it wasn’t 
clear how the man knew 
to start the engine, which 
requires a series of switches 
and levers. At a news con¬ 
ference, officials from Alas¬ 
ka Airlines and Horizon Air 
said they are working with 
authorities. “Last night’s 
event is going to push us to 
learn what we can from this 
tragedy so that we can en¬ 
sure this does not happen 
again at Alaska Air Group 
or at any other airline," said 
Brad Tilden, CEO of Alaska 
Airlines. 

The plane crashed on tiny 


Ketron Island, southwest 
of Tacoma, Washington. 
Video showed fiery flames 
amid trees on the island, 
which is sparsely populat¬ 
ed and only accessible by 
ferry. Investigators expect 
they will be able to recover 
both the cockpit voice re¬ 
corder and the event data 
recorder from the plane. 
Russell could be heard on 
audio recordings talking to 
air traffic controllers, who 
tried to persuade him to 
land the airplane. 

“There is a runway just off 
to your right side in about 
a mile,” the controller says, 
referring to an airfield at 
Joint Base Lewis-McChord. 
“Oh man. Those guys will 
rough me up if I try and land 
there,” Russell responded, 
later adding “This is prob¬ 
ably jail time for life, huh?” 
Later Russell said: “I’ve got 
a lot of people that care 
about me. It’s going to 
disappoint them to hear 
that I did this ... Just a bro¬ 
ken guy, got a few screws 
loose, I guess.” 

Russell went by “Beebo” 
on social media, and on 
his Facebook page, which 
had limited public access. 
He said he was from Wasil- 
la, Alaska, lived in Sumner, 
Washington, and was mar¬ 
ried in 2012. 

In a humorous YouTube vid¬ 
eo he posted last year, he 
talked about his job and in¬ 
cluded videos and photos 
of his various travels. 

“I lift a lot of bags. Like a lot 
of bags. So many bags," he 
said. Russell’s family said in 
a statement that they are 
stunned and heartbroken. 
They referenced the re¬ 
cordings and said and that 
it's clear Russell, who went 
by the nickname “Beebo,” 
didn't intend to harm any¬ 
one and “he was right in 
saying that there are so 
many people who loved 
him."Q 
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Nebraska inmate seeks new evidence in decades-old slayings 


By MARGERY A. BECK 
Associated Press 
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — A 

man convicted of a 1988 
double killing in western 
Nebraska is seeking to re¬ 
open the case by using 
new technology to identify 
fingerprints left at the crime 
scene, even as a new doc¬ 
umentary series nearing 
completion calls into ques¬ 
tion his guilt. 

Jeff Boppre, who is serv¬ 
ing two life sentences, has 
maintained for three de¬ 
cades that he was framed 
for the killings of Richard 
Valdez and his pregnant 
girlfriend, Sharon Condon, 
in a Scottsbluff home. The 
Nebraska judicial system 
has upheld his 1989 convic¬ 
tion numerous times. 

But a renewed effort by 
Boppre’s lawyers — cou¬ 
pled with a documentary 
reminiscent of the popular 
2015 Netflix series “Making 
a Murderer” that explored 
a Wisconsin case — prom¬ 
ise to bring fresh attention 
to Boppre’s conviction. 
Producer Douglas Thornton 
with Middle West Studios 
said work began nearly a 
decade ago on what was 
intended to be a 90-minute 
documentary. It has bal¬ 
looned into a series of sev¬ 
en to nine episodes set to 
wrap up late this year. The 
piece is being licensed to a 
TV network, though Thorn¬ 
ton wouldn’t say which 
one. 

The work was never intend¬ 
ed to prove Boppre's inno¬ 
cence, Thornton said, but 
it’s clear he believes Bop¬ 
pre has been wrongfully 
convicted. 

“The evidence does not — 
and never will — line up to 
Jeff Boppre,” he said. 

On Thursday, lawyers for 
Boppre, 55, and the Ne¬ 
braska attorney general's 
office made arguments 
for and against analyzing 
fingerprints found at the 
crime scene — that did not 
match Boppre or the vic¬ 
tims — using the new tech¬ 
nology. 

Latent fingerprint technol¬ 
ogy developed since Bop¬ 
pre's 1989 trial can make 
matches from low-quality 
fingerprints or even a single 
finger. Previously, investiga¬ 


tors typically needed qual¬ 
ity prints from all 10 fingers 
to make a match. 

The FBI has recently used 
the technology to identify 
human remains — some 
that had remained a mys¬ 
tery for more than three 
decades. 

Lawyers in the Boppre case 
hope to use the technol¬ 
ogy to show that another 
man — John Yellowboy, a 
cousin of Condon’s who is 
serving a prison sentence 
in Colorado for unrelated 
crimes — had been in the 
house and is the likely killer. 
Backing this claim are de¬ 
fense affidavits from af 
least eight people who 
were associated with Bop¬ 
pre, Yellowboy and the 
victims. They include the 
affidavit of a woman who 
said she hid under a bed 
in the home as the killings 
took place and that she 
believed Yellowboy was 
the killer. Another woman 
says Yellowboy confessed 
to her. 

Yellowboy is in prison in 
Canon City, Colorado, for 
convictions of kidnapping, 
first-degree sexual assault 
and robbery. 

Colorado prisons spokes¬ 
man Mark Fairbairn said 
prison policy would not al¬ 
low for Yellowboy to com¬ 
ment to a reporter. There is 
no attorney currently rep¬ 
resenting Yellowboy. 
Boppre's lawyers contend 
that the new fingerprint 
technology is akin to the 
advent of DNA technol¬ 
ogy. 

A 2001 Nebraska law re¬ 
quires the state to test DNA 
evidence in cases where 
someone has already 
been convicted if it's likely 
to produce evidence that 
someone else committed 
the crime. 

“Legally, constitutionally 
and ethically, the finger¬ 
prints should be analyzed,” 
Boppre's attorneys argue 
in court documents. “The 
real question in this regard 
is, why not? What harm is 
done by doing a routine 
check of the fingerprints, 
the same as is done in liter¬ 
ally hundreds of thousands 
of daily occurrences when 
an individual is arrested?" 
Prosecutors argued in a 


one-page brief that Ne¬ 
braska law doesn’t “create 
a postconviction remedy.” 
Iowa attorney Thomas Fre- 
richs, who joined Boppre’s 
defense team about a 
year ago, said the ultimate 
goal of the defense team 
is to exonerate Boppre. 
He believes the evidence 
uncovered by attorneys 
and the documentary will 
prove Boppre is innocent. 
Prosecutors remain uncon¬ 
vinced, noting that police 
found letters spelling out 
parts of Boppre's name 
written in grease on the 
floor and on a door near 
where Valdez's body was 
found. Investigators said 
Valdez wrote Boppre's 
name moments before 
dying.□ 



This photo provided by the Nebraska Department of Correctional 
Services shows Jeff Boppre, who is serving two consecutive life 
sentences for the fatal 1988 shootings of two people in western 
Nebraska. 

Associated Press 
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Aid group: Ships not willing to save Mediterranean migrants 



By FRANCES D’EMILIO 
Associated Press 
ROME (AP) — Migrants in 
distress at sea have told 
their rescuers that several 
ships passed them by with¬ 
out offering assistance, a 
European aid group said 
Sunday while seeking safe 
harbor for a rescue vessel 
with 141 migrants aboard. 
SOS Mediterranee in a 
statement said that due to 
the recent refusal of Italy 
and Malta to let rescue 
vessels carrying migrants 
dock, ships might be now 
unwilling to get involved 
fearing they will be strand¬ 
ed with migrants aboard 
and denied a port to dis¬ 
embark them. On Friday 
the group’s chartered ship 
Aquarius, which it operates 
in partnership with Doctors 
Without Borders, rescued 
141 people in waters off 
Libya. Of these, 25 were 
found adrift on a small 
wooden boat that had no 
motor and was believed 
to have been at sea for 
about 35 hours, the group 
said. The other 116 people, 
including 67 unaccompa¬ 


nied minors, were rescued 
later that day, it said. 

Nearly three-quarters of 
those rescued originate 
from Somalia and Eritrea. 
Many migrants recounted 
how they were “held in 
inhumane conditions in 
Libya,” where human traf¬ 
fickers are based, the aid 


group aid. 

It added that Libya’s res¬ 
cue coordination authori¬ 
ties wouldn’t provide the 
Aquarius with “a place of 
safety” and asked it to re¬ 
quest safe harbor from an¬ 
other country's authorities. 
The Aquarius was sailing 
north in the Mediterranean 


Sunday in hopes of receiv¬ 
ing docking permission 
from another country. 

SOS Mediterranee said 
that “in a disturbing devel¬ 
opment, rescued people 
on board told out teams 
they encountered five dif¬ 
ferent ships which did not 
offer them assistance be¬ 


fore they were rescued by 
Aquarius.” Aboard Aquar¬ 
ius is Doctors Without Bor¬ 
ders project coordinator, 
Aloys Vimard, who elabo¬ 
rated. “It seems the very 
principle of rendering as¬ 
sistance to persons in dis¬ 
tress at sea is now at stake. 
Ships might be unwilling to 
respond to those in distress 
due to the high risk of be¬ 
ing stranded and denied a 
place of safety," the state¬ 
ment quoted Vimard as 
saying. SOS Mediterranee 
said many of those aboard 
were extremely week and 
malnourished. Those res¬ 
cued in recent years have 
said they receive scanty 
rations while kept in Libya 
to await the opportunity 
to leave on human smug¬ 
glers’ unseaworthy boats. 
“What is of utmost impor¬ 
tance is that the survivors 
are brought to a place of 
safety without delay, where 
their basic needs can be 
met and where they can be 
protected from abuse,” the 
group quoted Nick Roma- 
niuk, its search and rescue 
coordinator as sayingO 


Manchester police say 10 people injured in shooting 


Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Ten peo¬ 
ple, including two children, 
were injured early Sunday 
morning when shots were 
fired after a Caribbean 
carnival in the northern 
English city of Manchester. 
Greater Manchester police 
said one man is in stable 
but serious condition at a 
local hospital with injuries 
to his legs. The other nine 
people are being treated 


for pellet-type wounds suf¬ 
fered in the shooting, which 
was reported at about 2:30 
a.m. Sunday. “Thankfully 
the injuries suffered do not 
appear to be as serious as 
first believed, and hope¬ 
fully people will begin to 
leave hospital over the 
course of the day following 
treatment,” Chief Superin¬ 
tendent Wasim Chaudhry 
said in a statement, urging 
anyone else who may be 


injured to seek treatment. 
“This was a reckless act that 
could have had devastat¬ 
ing consequences with 
families and friends losing 
loved ones." 

He later added the working 
hypothesis of authorities is 
that the pellets came from 
a shotgun discharge. “How 
many times it has been dis¬ 
charged isn’t clear at this 
stage and forms part of our 
investigation,” he saidO 



Police officers at the scene in Claremont Road in Manchester 
after a shooting Sunday, Aug. 12, 2018. 

Associated Press 
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4 Jordanian troops, 3 suspected militants dead in clash 



Jordanian forces secure the area Sunday, Aug. 12, 2018, after the side of a building collapsed 
when assailants opened fire and set off explosions late Saturday that killed four members of the 
security forces in Salt, west of the capital of Amman. 

Associated Press 


By OMAR AKOUR 
Associated Press 
SALT, Jordan (AP) — Jorda¬ 
nian search teams pulled 
the bodies of three sus¬ 
pected militants from the 
rubble of their hideout, a 
government official said 
Sunday, hours after assail¬ 
ants opened fire and set off 
explosions that killed four 
members of the security 
forces trying to storm the 
building. 

The clash late Saturday 
was among the deadliest 
between suspected mili¬ 
tants and Jordanian secu¬ 
rity forces in recent years. It 
raised new concerns about 
attempts by domestic and 
foreign militants to carry 
out attacks and destabilize 
the pro-Western kingdom. 
Jordan has played a key 
role in an international mili¬ 
tary coalition that helped 
push back the extrem¬ 
ist group Islamic State in 
neighboring Syria and Iraq. 
The chain of events in Jor¬ 
dan began Friday when 
assailants detonated a 
homemade bomb under a 
police car guarding a mu¬ 
sic festival in the predomi¬ 
nantly Christian town of 


Fuheis, west of the capital, 
Amman. The blast killed a 
police officer. 

King Abdullah II on Sunday 
denounced the “cowardly 
act of terrorism" and said 
Jordan would respond with 
“force and determination 
to eradicate terrorism and 
its criminal gangs.” 

The kingdom’s security forc¬ 
es have cracked down on 


suspected Islamic militants 
in recent years, but a se¬ 
ries of fatal attacks, includ¬ 
ing on security installations, 
have highlighted Jordan's 
continued vulnerability. 
Jordanian authorities did 
not say Sunday what moti¬ 
vated the Fuheis attackers, 
and there was no claim of 
responsibility. 

Security forces chasing the 


suspects in the Fuheis at¬ 
tack zeroed in on a multi¬ 
story building in the nearby 
town of Salt on Saturday 
and attempted to storm 
it. The suspects holed up 
inside opened fire and set 
off powerful explosions, of¬ 
ficials said. A wing of the 
building collapsed. 

In initial statements late Sat¬ 
urday, government spokes¬ 


woman Jumana Ghunei- 
mat said three members 
of the security forces were 
killed. She said Sunday that 
a fourth officer had died 
and that the bodies of 
three suspects were pulled 
from the rubble. Five sus¬ 
pects are in custody. 

The Hala Akhbar news 
website, linked to Jordan's 
military, said the suspects 
are Jordanians and that 
the cell had planned to at¬ 
tack security installations 
and other sensitive targets. 
The site said the suspects 
had been armed with ex¬ 
plosives, grenades and 
other weapons. 

In June 2016, a cross-bor¬ 
der car bombing launched 
from Syria killed seven Jor¬ 
danian border guards. In 
December 2016, a shoot¬ 
out at a crusader castle in 
the southern town of Karak 
left 14 people dead, in¬ 
cluding seven members of 
the security forces, four mili¬ 
tants and three civilians. 
Jordan is considered an im¬ 
portant security ally, partic¬ 
ularly by the United States 
and Israel, which view any 
signs of unrest there with 
concern. □ 
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Malians vote in presidential runoff amid attacks, threats 



Malian incumbent President, Ibrahim Boubacar Keita, wait to casts his ballot during the Presidential 
second round election in Bamako, Mali, Sunday, Aug. 12, 2018. 

Associated Press 


By BABA AHMED 
Associated Press 
BAMAKO, Mali (AP) — Ma¬ 
lians voted Sunday in a 
runoff presidential election 
to determine if incumbent 
Ibrahim Boubacar Keita 
will remain in office in this 
sprawling West African 
nation threatened by ris¬ 
ing extremist violence. He 
faced off against opposi¬ 
tion leader Soumaila Cisse. 
Sunday's polls had low turn¬ 
out by closing amid attacks 
and threats of violence by 
Islamic extremists. 

The chairman of Arkodia 
village in the north Niafun- 
ke commune in Timbuktu 
region was killed, four elec¬ 
tion workers were physically 
harassed and the polling 
station there was burned, 
according to the Citizen 
Observation Pool of Mali 
which had more than 2,000 
observers. The organization 
reported several incidents 
Sunday. 

Two polling stations were 
burned in Keltamba and 
election officials were 
harmed by gunmen in 
Ngouma commune in cen¬ 
tral Mali, observers said. 

In north and central Mali 
more than 50 polling sta¬ 
tions had closed before 
noon because of the 
threats by extremists in 
those regions, the organi¬ 
zation said. 

In the polling centers cov¬ 
ered by its observers, the 
organization said the par¬ 
ticipation rate was about 
8.1 percent. It said 14.4 per¬ 
cent participated in Tim¬ 
buktu, and only 4.8 percent 
in Bamako. 

However, their observers 
did not cover all voting ar¬ 
eas, and the election com¬ 
mission hasn't yet given its 
estimate of voter turnout. 


In the July 29 first-round 
presidential vote, extremists 
killed three election work¬ 
ers and destroyed some 
voting materials. 

Nearly 43 percent of vot¬ 
ers made it to the polls last 
month and at least 671 poll¬ 
ing stations were closed. 
Despite the relatively low 
turnout officials called the 
vote well-conducted. 

Mali has grown more inse¬ 
cure since Keita beat Cisse 
in a second round election 
in 2013. 

Malian authorities arrested 
three jihadists on Friday 
who said they were prepar¬ 
ing to carry out an attack 
during the vote in Bamako, 
said Mali army spokesman 
Col. Idrissa Traore on Sun¬ 
day. 

Extremists are staging more 
bold attacks that have 
spread to central Mali, 
where both Islamic State 
and al-Qaida-linked mili¬ 


tants are present. Deadly 
communal clashes be¬ 
tween ethnic groups and 
accusations of heavy- 
handed counterterror op¬ 
erations have caused even 
deeper tensions and mis¬ 
trust of the state. 

Still, a second term for Kei¬ 
ta, 73, seems likely. He re¬ 
ceived 41.7 percent of the 
vote in the first round from 
a field of 24 candidates 
and has gained endorse¬ 
ments from some other 
candidates. 

Dressed in his traditional 
white boubou, Keita voted 
near his home in Bamako 
on Sunday. 

“I hope that everyone will 
be very vigilant,” he said, 
saying that any suspected 
attempts at fraud should 
be reported to police. “Ul¬ 
timately this election must 
end as it should, with the 
celebration of democracy 
... This is what we hope for 


in our hearts. 

Cisse, 68, who placed sec¬ 
ond in the first round with 
nearly 18 percent of the 
vote, has blamed Keita for 
insecurity, violence and 
corruption. His opposition 
party also alleges there was 
voting fraud in July. Cisse 
has not received major 
endorsements from failed 
candidates but does have 
the backing of a popular 
spiritual leader Mohamed 
Ould Bouye Haidara. 

“This time, I have a good 
feeling,” Cisse has said. 

His campaign director Tie- 
bile Drame charged there 
were cases of stuffing of 
ballot boxes in several 
northern locations. Howev¬ 
er the constitutional court 
on Wednesday said it has 
registered more than 10 
requests from the opposi¬ 
tion over various anomalies 
in the first round, but most 
were declared inadmis¬ 


sible. 

On Saturday, the opposi¬ 
tion organized a march “to 
warn against the fraud.” 
Issa Namory Keita, a 
57-year-old retiree, said he 
would vote for the incum¬ 
bent, Keita. 

“Unlike his challenger, 
my candidate knows the 
country well and it is he 
who has the solution to the 
problems,” he said. 

Another voter who was un¬ 
related but with the same 
family name, Fanta Keita, 
said she will also vote for 
the current president. 

“He is a man who loves his 
country, he is a worker who 
has opened several devel¬ 
opment sites and I hope 
he continues his work,” she 
said. Voter turnout trickled 
throughout the day and it 
expected to remain low. 
Some people have fled 
areas of violence until the 
vote is over. 

In central Mali, attacks 
have become more fre¬ 
quent amid communal 
clashes as neighbors sus¬ 
pect one another of be¬ 
ing recruited by extremist 
groups. Meanwhile, Malian 
soldiers in recent months 
have been accused of 
abuses, including extrajudi¬ 
cial killings, during counter¬ 
terror operations. 

On Wednesday, armed 
men attacked the Boni 
prefecture, according to a 
Malian security official who 
spoke on condition of ano¬ 
nymity because the official 
was not permitted to speak 
to the press. The armed 
men killed the prefect's 
secretary. 

Malian authorities have 
tried to reassure the public 
and encourage them to go 
to the polls for the second 
round.Q 
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Congo’s latest Ebola outbreak taking place in a war zone 



A police officer stand guards at a newly established Ebola response center in Beni, Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Friday, Aug. 10, 2018. 


By AL-HADJI KUDRA 
MALIRO 

Associated Press 
BENI, Congo (AP) — High¬ 
lighting the dangers in con¬ 
taining an Ebola outbreak 
in a war zone, suspected 
rebels killed seven people 
in northeastern Congo and 
sent residents fleeing, an 
official said. 

Global health officials have 
warned that combating 
this virus outbreak is com¬ 
plicated by multiple armed 
groups in the mineral-rich 
region and a restless popu¬ 
lation that includes 1 mil¬ 
lion displaced people and 
scores of refugees leaving 
for nearby Uganda every 
week. 

The insecurity means 
health workers might have 
to change a vaccination 
strategy that proved suc¬ 
cessful in Congo's previous 
Ebola outbreak, the World 
Health Organization's 
emergency preparedness 
chief Peter Salama said 
Saturday. 

The “ring vaccination” ap¬ 
proach of first vaccinating 
health workers, contacts 
of Ebola victims and their 
contacts might have to 
give way to the approach 
of vaccinating everyone 
in a certain geographic 
area such as a village or 
neighborhood. That would 
require a larger number of 
vaccine doses. 
Vaccinations began 

Wednesday in the cur¬ 
rent outbreak, which was 
declared on Aug. 1 and 
has killed 11 people in the 
densely populated region. 
WHO has said more than 
3,000 Ebola vaccine doses 
are available in Congo. 


While Congo's previous 
Ebola outbreak, declared 
over barely a week before 
the current one began, 
set off alarm by spread¬ 
ing to a city of more than 
1 million on the other side 
of the country, the current 
outbreak comes with the 
threat of armed attack. 

The Friday night assault 
that killed seven people in 
Mayi-Moya, about 40 kilo¬ 
meters (24 miles) from Beni 
city, was likely carried out 
by rebels with the Allied 
Democratic Forces, the ad¬ 
ministrator of Beni territory, 
Donat Kibwana, told The 
Associated Press. 

The rebels have killed more 
than 1,500 people in and 
around Beni in less than 
two years. 

The rebels sent the local 
population fleeing, Kibwa¬ 
na said. Beni residents al¬ 


ready had been shaken by 
the discovery last week of 
14 bodies of civilians who 
had been seized by sus¬ 
pected ADF rebels. 

The latest attack occurred 
as the WHO director-gener¬ 
al, Tedros Adhanom Ghe- 
breyesus, was visiting the 
area to see the response to 
the Ebola outbreak, which 
is being carried out in some 
cases under armed escort. 
“The active conflict in the 
area is a barrier to control 


Associated Press 

Ebola," Tedros said in a 
Twitter post Saturday night. 
“I call on all warring parties 
to provide secure access 
to all responders serving af¬ 
fected populations & sav¬ 
ing lives.” 

United Nations peace¬ 
keepers, Congolese police 
and at times Congolese 
troops have been travel¬ 
ing with convoys of health 
workers as they fan out to 
contain the outbreak. 
Hospitals are guarded by 


Congolese police and mili¬ 
tary police. 

“This will be a highly com¬ 
plex operation because 
it is occurring in an area 
that has been embroiled 
in armed conflict for 20 
years," said Hanna Leskin- 
en, a spokeswoman for the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross. “People are 
regularly moving as waves 
of violence force new com¬ 
munities to flee. This makes 
tracing infected cases 
much harder.” Health care 
workers may be forced to 
flee as well, she said. 

Parts of North Kivu province, 
where most of the Ebola 
cases have been reported, 
have been inaccessible to 
aid groups because of the 
fighting, Leskinen said. 

“It is critical that the dis¬ 
ease is contained before 
it spreads to areas where 
there is more active fight¬ 
ing or it will be incredibly 
challenging to reach those 
in need (and) ensure safe 
vaccination campaigns," 
she said. That includes 
keeping the vaccines at 
the optimal temperature 
of minus 70 degrees Celsius 
(minus 158 degrees Fahr¬ 
enheit), a challenge in a 
region with hot tempera¬ 
tures and unreliable power 
supplies.Q 
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Religion must obey Chinese law, paper says of mosque protest 


Vehicles are parked outside the Grand Mosque in Weizhou in northwestern China's Ningxia Hui 
Autonomous Region, early Saturday, Aug. 11, 2018. 

Associated Press 


By SAM McNEIL 
YANAN WANG 
Associated Press 
WEIZHOU, China (AP) — A 

newspaper of the ruling 
Communist Party said Sat¬ 
urday that no religion is 
above the law in China, 
urging officials to stay firm 
while dealing with a rare 
protest over the planned 
demolition of a massive 
mosque in the northwest. 
The Global Times said that 
local officials in the town 
of Weizhou in Ningxia, a re¬ 
gion that's home to many 
ethnic minority Hui Muslims, 
must act against what it 
described as an illegal ex¬ 
pansion of a religious build¬ 
ing. 

Thousands of Hui people 
gathered at the towering 
Grand Mosque on Thurs¬ 
day and Friday to prevent 
authorities from demolish¬ 
ing the structure, residents 
contacted by The Associ¬ 
ated Press said. It was a 
rare, public pushback to 
the party's efforts to rewrite 
how religions are practiced 
in the country. 

“People are in a lot of 
pain," said Ma Sengming, 
a 72-year-old man who 


was at the protest from 
Thursday morning until Fri¬ 
day afternoon. “Many 
people were crying. We 
can’t understand why this 
is happening.” 

Ma said the group shouted 
“Protect faith in China!" 
and “Love the country. 


love the faith!” 

The protest comes as faith 
groups that were largely 
tolerated in the past have 
seen their freedoms shrink 
as the government seeks to 
“Sinicize” religions by mak¬ 
ing the faithful prioritize al¬ 
legiance to the officially 
atheist Communist Party. 
Islamic crescents and 
domes have been stripped 
from mosques, Christian 
churches have been shut 
down and Bibles seized, 
and Tibetan children have 
been moved from Buddhist 
temples to schools. 

Such efforts were clearly 
behind the planned de¬ 
molition of the mosque in 
Weizhou, where dozens 
of men, women and chil¬ 
dren milled about on the 
mosque steps, on plastic 
chairs and in the large dirt 
parking lot early Satur¬ 
day before dawn prayers. 
Above them hung long 
banners from the second 
story of the mosque that 
read in Chinese: “Stick to 
directives of Sinicized reli¬ 
gion." 

The mosque, an imposing 
white building lit at night 
with gold, green and yel¬ 
low, dwarfs the surround¬ 
ing dim warren of brick and 
concrete homes. Its archi¬ 
tecture of four minarets 
and nine domes tipped 
with crescent moons would 


be at home anywhere in 
the Islamic world, save for 
the large red and yellow 
Chinese flags fluttering 
from the ramparts and the 
wide central staircase. 
Authorities were clearly ner¬ 
vous about the unrest. Early 
Saturday morning, men 
in plainclothes, including 
one who identified himself 
as police, prevented AP 
reporters from conducting 
interviews at the mosque 
and chased them away. 
Later Saturday, police 
stopped the reporters at 
a checkpoint in the direc¬ 
tion of the mosque and 
detained them for more 
than an hour before order¬ 
ing them to turn around, 
and tailing them with two 
cars to ensure they did not 
change course. 

The residents of Weizhou 
were alarmed by news 
that the government was 
planning to demolish the 
mosque despite initially ap¬ 
pearing to approve its con¬ 
struction, which was com¬ 
pleted just last year. 

The authorities now 
planned to take down 
eight out of the nine domes 
topping the mosque on the 
grounds that the structure 
was built larger than per¬ 
mitted, said Ma Zhiguo, a 
resident in his late 70s. But 
community members were 
standing their ground, he 




STEAK* SEAFOOD* B.B.Q. & FUN! 


Ex-Hadicurari BBQ & Grill with the same owner’s. 
We do our own daily fishing so we serve the freshest 
seafood on the Island. 

Very reasonable price, exciting menu and 

NO SERVICE CHARGE 
Dinner from 5:30 -10:00 

Monday - Saturday 


FRESH CATCH & SEAFOOD 

We are located close to the High-rise 
hotel's at walking distance . 

_ RESERVATION SUGGESTED 


TEL: 586-7333 
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added. 

“How could we allow them 
to tear down a mosque that 
is still in good condition?" 
he said, adding that the 
mosque conducts prayers 
attended by about 30,000 
Muslims and was built using 
believers’ personal funds. 
Officials in the county and 
city propaganda offices 
said they were not aware 
of the situation. Other local 
authorities could not im¬ 
mediately be reached for 
comment. 

“Demolishing the mosque is 
sure to earn the ire of local 
religious followers. Howev¬ 
er, if the local government 
does not react to the illegal 
act, it will fuel the idea that 
religions are superior over 
China's laws," the paper 
said. 

In May, the county disci¬ 
plinary inspection com¬ 
mission published a notice 
saying that Weizhou au¬ 
thorities had failed to prop¬ 
erly inspect what it said 
was illegal expansion in the 
construction of the Grand 
Mosque. As a result of lax 
supervision, the notice said, 
four mosques in the coun¬ 
ty had received a total of 
1.07 million yuan ($156,148) 
in foreign donations. It did 
not specify whether the 
Grand Mosque was among 
the four. 

Ma Sengming said pro¬ 
testers remained at the 
mosque through the night 
from Thursday to Friday 
and were twice visited by 
a local official who encour¬ 
aged them to go home. 
Ma said the official did not 
make any specific prom¬ 
ises, but tried to assure the 
protesters that the govern¬ 
ment would work with them 
on the matter. 

More than 100 police of¬ 
ficers surrounded the 
mosque, but did not at¬ 
tempt to stop the protest, 
according to Ma. 

Public demonstrations are 
rare in China, where the 
government is often quick 
to quash any hint of dissent. 
Under President Xi Jinping, 
the Communist Party is 
cracking down on religious 
expression and attacking 
what it calls radical ideas 
among the country’s more 
than 20 million Muslims. □ 
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Peaking Pizza 



PALM BEACH - When it comes to 
indulging in pizza, we have be¬ 
come spoilt for choice as of late. 
But, there is a new kid on the block 
that has something different. To¬ 
mato Charlies Pizza, part of the 
Brickell Bay Beach Club & resort 
is a healthy choice. Yes, it is pos¬ 
sible to crave for pizza and not feel 
blown up afterwards. Juan Keyter, 
General Manager of Brickell Bay 
Beach Club & Spa Hotel, explains 
us how and why. 

“It is not your regular fatty pizza that 
is oily and fat with a lot of dough. 
We needed something different 
and with the owners and ourselves 
having a tie to Chicago, we went 
back to Chicago and found this 
place called Bull’s Pizza. There we 
ate a low fat, thin crust pizza and 
the beautiful part of it is that it is lit¬ 
erally almost like cracker bread. It 
does not blow you up and is made 
with low-gluten dough.” This is ex¬ 
act the pizza Tomato Charlies of¬ 
fers. “The flower itself makes the 
difference as it is an unbleached 
flower. What that does is that it 
cannot rise. Same with the yeast. 


we use fresh yeast, NO powder 
yeast. This all together makes a 


big difference.” All vegetables are 
fresh and cut every morning, noth¬ 
ing is canned and the Italian sau¬ 
sage is brought in from Chicago as 
well as the pepperoni. The mozza¬ 
rella cheese comes from Fabri, one 
of the largest suppliers out of Chi¬ 
cago and most of the top restau¬ 
rants buy their cheeses here. “Our 
mozzarella is a low-fat one and 
from a very well-known quality." 

Cheese Tops 

When it comes to the menu we 
find a range of choices. The pizza 
comes 9, 12 or 14 inch. There are 
four signature pizzas with three or 
four toppings. “We choose not to 
overpower too many flavors, than 
it becomes just one big pot of 
soup and that would be too much. 
But, our toppings are extra-large 
toppings and therefore we offer 
square slices instead of the points, 
to prevent the toppings to drop.” 
The red sauce Tomato Charlies uses 
has no sodium, again it does not 
blow you up and is much healthier. 
Another unique detail is that this 
place does not put your cheese 
under the sausage, but on top of it. 
“Why: taste and flavor stay locked 
in the melted cheese, the sausage 
just pops in your mouth. It fills the 
flavor between the red tomato 
base and the sausage, together 


with the toppings you have a true 
pizza delight.” Besides the signa¬ 
ture pizza you can Build Your Own, 
choose Lasagna or one of the four 
sandwiches or even BBQ Chicken 
Wings. 

Delivery on the Beach 

Tomato Charlies has been here 
before, almost 14 years ago at the 
location of now Joe & Guisseppe 
Steakhouse. “An Italian Steak- 
house that is the only one in Aruba 
that brings in prime steaks, every 
single steak on our menu is prime 
steak, the best quality you will find 
in Aruba”, Juan mentions on the 
sideline. Back to the pizza “Last 
year we made the decision to 
open Tomato Charlies again, upon 
a lot of request from the public. 
We chose for a take-out store, right 
in the Brickell Bay Mall. On week¬ 
ends people go out and have a 
drink and we stay open till 12 PM 
at night. It is an enjoyable pizza 
and you can still have something 
healthy. Also we do delivery at all 
high rise hotels from RIU to Marriott, 
between 5 PM until 12 AM. On the 
beach we deliver too! By sending 
a location from what's app, we 
will find you and deliver to your sun 
bed. 

For more information: Facebook 
Tomato Charlies Aruba. Q 
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Victor Raphaela awarded as employee of the month 


ORANJESTAD - Every 
month Dr. Horacio E. Octo¬ 
ber Hospital announces 
its employee of the month 
and for the month of July 
an employee of Facility de¬ 
partment in the person of 
Victor Raphaela, kitchen 
associate became it. In a 
very nice ambience, em¬ 
ployees of this department 
together with the manage¬ 
ment team of the hospital 
gathered to surprise Victor 
Raphaela. 

Anthony Irausquin, Facil¬ 
ity Manager of the hospital 
described Victor Raphaela 
as a very good employee, 
always happy. Whenever 
Real Madrid wins you can 
hear him whistle. He is a very 
brave and is a good exam¬ 
ple for all the young people 
working in the kitchen. He 
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likes to help wherever and 
whenever is needed. Victor 
Raphaela likes guiding the 
youth and is a role model 
for the entire department 
specially the young ones. 

Werner Drent, Executive 
Chef was very excited 
that they choose Victor 
Raphaela as employee of 
the month because he is 
a person that they all de¬ 
pend on. Victor Raphaela 
walks around and listens to 
all details and does a lot for 
his co-workers which is very 
important for their depart¬ 
ment says Werner Drent. 
Whenever someone calls in 
sick or on vacation Victor is 
always ready to cooperate 
without being asked. The 
whole department con¬ 
gratulates him on becom¬ 
ing the employee of the 
year. 

In 1954 Victor Raphaela 
started working in the kitch¬ 
en at the hospital where 
he started as dishwasher. 
He took cooking classes for 
1 year. He also took other 


courses and he even got ployee of the month and 
certified for working with is very happy that they 
all types of beef. Victor appreciate his day to day 
Raphaela is very happy to work. □ 
have been chosen as em- 
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Join the Players' Club and WIN UP TO $1,000 IN FREE SLOT PLAY - Guaranteed! 



Open daily lOnm in 4am I J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 


CASINO AND SHOPS 583.5000 I casinaaSiambra.com 
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SLOT TOURNAMENT 

BONUS PROGRESSIVE 


Play in our FREE Slot Tournament 
and win a share of 

$777 in Free Slot Play! 

Progressive starts at $250 
and increases $25 each week 
until won! 


Registration starts at 6pm. 


THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Subway 1 Juan Valdez Cafe I Dunkin Donuts I Baskln-Robbins 
Fusion Ptono & Wine Bar I TOF Twist of Flavors | Aruba Aloe 
WE'ft CUBA I Bijoux Terner Boutique [ R-Glass | Curated Lab 
Hungry Piranha | The Lazy Lizard | TheMarkei 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa | The Collectables 


Celebrating with the Smiths 


PALM BEACH — Recently, 
Ms. Emely Ridderstaat of 
Aruba Tourism Authority 
had the great pleasure to 
honor Loyal and Friendly 
visitors of Aruba as Distin¬ 
guished Visitors. The sym¬ 
bolic honorary title is pre¬ 
sented on behalf of the 
Minister of Tourism, Trans¬ 
portation, as a token of 
appreciation to the guests 
who visit Aruba between 
10-20 and more consecu¬ 
tive years. 


Mr. Alfred & Mrs. Carol 
Smith were honored as 
“Distinguished Visitor” as 
they have been visiting our 
Island for 10 consecutive 
years. The lovely couple is 
also celebrating their 50 th 
wedding Anniversary and 
are on vacation with their 
grandchildren and also 
their Daughter and hus¬ 
band who are also cele¬ 
brating their 20th wedding 
anniversary. 




The Smith family say they 
love the island so much 
especially for their friend¬ 
ly people and beautiful 
weather. 

Ms. Emely Ridderstaat to¬ 
gether with the GM Mr. 
Joop Bangma and Jenny 


Boekhoudt presented the 
certificate to the honoree 
and handed over some 
presents to them and 
thanked them for choos¬ 
ing Aruba as their vacation 
destination and as their 
home away from home for 
so many years. Q 
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Column by: Shanella Pantophlet 

The bearer of bad news 


Have you ever noticed that whenever you’re in a hotel, most of the time 
whenever you ask staff a question, even if the answer is in the negative they 
do their utmost to avoid saying the word “no”. It’s actually one of the cardi¬ 
nal rules of hospitality; there are certain words that are not in the hospitality 
dictionary and the word “no” is second only to the words “I don’t know”. 

I’ve gotten so used to not saying those words that whenever we have a 
trainee or someone new and their first instinct is to answer with “no” or “I 
don’t know”, I get an almost full body cringe. 

Eliminating such easily used words from ones vocabulary is a great way to 
challenge their creative thinking skills. You're essentially forcing the person 
to stop, think about what action is required from them or another depart¬ 
ment and then providing an answer to the question or request at hand. It’s 
not an easy thing to learn either, I’ve caught myself various times with the 
first words out my own mouth being “no” before hastily backtracking once 
my brain catches up to my mouth. 

One of the facets of my job or anyone in a position of authority within the company is; to at times be the bearer of bad news, because honestly 
whenever someone gets a no from a line employee they typically seek out the supervisor or manager to try and get a different answer. I believe 
that the guests don't always realize that if a line employee has said no, it's usually based on consultation with their supervisor or department 
head or based on specific knowledge of the hotels capacity at the time. 

In my specific position in reservations, my assistant and I receive a lot of requests from guests about their assignments and from the time we get 
the request up until usually the very last minute, until we absolutely have to send in the finalized reservation lists we're working to see how we 
can accommodate them. I had to specifically request a whiteboard so I could draw out various scenarios in my head and keep things straight. 
My poor team have to sit and listen to me ramble on at times about room numbers and names and what ifs and to their credit they are great 
sounding boards and advice givers if I find myself stuck. 

We love when we get to provide a guest with good news or if we found a way to accommodate their request even if it isn't exactly what they 
asked for, but close enough. On those days we usually get a hug or a compliment from someone who is overjoyed af fhe assistance and it 
makes us happy to be able to have helped someone. Other times though despite all the puzzles, the ramblings and the advice, we have to call 
someone up and let them know, sorry but we couldn't find a way to keep them in the same room or there are no ground floor rooms available 
or fhere are no upgrades available. The reactions to that news is a mixed mystery bag, ranging from understanding and a thanks for our efforts 
to at very rare times outrage and eventual acceptance. 

We try our best on a daily basis to never have to be the bearers of bad news, but on the days where it can't be avoided, we know that we've 
done everything we could before having to say no. 




Aruban born and bred Shanella Pantophlet is passionate about tour¬ 
ism. That is the world she studied and works in, so we might as well call 
her a specialist. Luckily for Aruba Today Shanella also loves to write. 
And together with the fact that the majority of our readers are tourists, 
we found ourselves a perfect combination for a column: Hotel Hustle. 
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Aruba's Life luxury 
condominiums approach 
completion 





NOORD - As Aruba’s Life 
luxury condominiums ap¬ 
proach completion in 2018 
the project offers afford¬ 
able and spacious home 
ownership in Aruba. 
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You can relax knowing 
that all your needs are tak¬ 
en care of in one place, 
whether you're on a sum¬ 
mer holiday or escaping 
the cold winter months. 


Located in Noord, only 5 
minutes away from Aruba’s 
pristine Palm Beach, hot¬ 
test casinos, restaurants 
and night clubs. Aruba’s 
Life offers uniquely de¬ 
signed condominiums with 
a variety of condos in sev¬ 
en different combinations 
with floor plan variations on 
bedrooms, bathrooms and 
living spaces to accommo¬ 
date your perfect fit. 


For more information or to 
make an appointment to 
preview Aruba’s Life Con¬ 
dominiums phone the toll 
free number at 1 866 978 
6192 or local number at 297 
699-2979. □ 



Aruba’s Life condos also 
include separate storage 
units for each condo, se¬ 
cure privafe parking, op¬ 
tional housekeeping ser¬ 
vices, a fully equipped gym 
and beach tennis court. 

The poolside restaurant of¬ 
fers delicious cocktails and 
tasty treats to enjoy while 
relaxing by the pool and 
garden area. Or you may 
prefer to take advantage 
of the daily shuttle service 
to and from Aruba Pam 
Beach. 

The Rental Management 
Service will also assistance 
you with renting your con¬ 
do hassle free and gener¬ 
ate profit while you are not 
using your property. 
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Simona Halep, of Romania, 
hugs the trophy after 
defeating Sloane Stephens, of 
the United States, in the final 
of the Rogers Cup women’s 
tennis tournament Sunday, 
Aug. 12, 2018, in Montreal. 

Associated Press 

Simona 
Halep wins 
in Montreal, 
beating Sloane 
Stephens 

MONTREAL (AP) — Top- 
ranked Simona Halep out¬ 
lasted third-ranked Sloane 
Stephens 7-6 (6), 3-6, 6-4 on 
Sunday to win her second 
Rogers Cup title. 

The 26-year-old Romanian 
star also won the hard- 
court event that rotates 
between Toronto and 
Montreal in 2016 in Mon¬ 
treal. 

In a rematch of Halep’s 
French Open final victory, 
she overcame Stephens 
in the match that had 15 
service breaks. Halep has 
won her last six meetings 
with the 25-year-old Ameri¬ 
can. Stephens, preparing 
for her U.S. Open title de¬ 
fense, is 0-8 against No. 
1-ranked players. 

“I couldn’t believe that it’s 
over,” Halep said. “I was 
really tired. I feel like these 
tournaments, at this level, 
you have to have one day 
off between the matches. 
It’s really tough. It’s bru¬ 
tal. This week it was really 
tough.” 

Halep won her third title of 
the year and 18th overall. 

Continued on Page 22 
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tes after'making 
his birdie putt on the 15th hole during the 
final round of the PGA Championship golf 
tournament at Bellerive Country Club, 
Sunday, Aug. W, 2018, in St. Louis. 

Associated Press 
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Carrasco K’s 9 as Indians 
hold off White Sox 9-7 


By SARAH TROTTO 
Associated Press 
CHICAGO (AP) — Carlos 
Carrasco and Cleveland’s 
deep lineup combined for 
a successful Sunday in Chi¬ 
cago. The bullpen almost 
gave it away. 

Carrasco struck out nine in 
seven innings, and the Indi¬ 
ans held off the White Sox 
for a 9-7 win. 

AL Central-leading Cleve¬ 
land had a 9-1 lead head¬ 
ing into the bottom of the 
eighth, and almost blew it. 
Run-scoring singles by Tim 
Anderson and Kevan Smith 
trimmed the Indians’ lead 
to 9-5 in the ninth before 
manager Terry Francona 
replaced Dan Otero with 
Cody Allen. 

Adam Engel greeted the 
closer with a two-run triple 
before Allen struck out 
Nicky Delmonico and Yol- 
mer Sanchez for his 23rd 
save in 26 chances. 

“It was nice to see Cody 
come in and put it out be¬ 
cause that would have 
been a rough plane ride 
getting on there,” Fran¬ 
cona said. Carrasco (14-6) 
allowed one run and three 
hits. Fie retired his final 16 
batters. “For whatever rea¬ 
son, he doesn't have rust 
when he comes back,” 
Francona said about 
Carrasco, who spent near¬ 
ly three weeks on the dis¬ 
abled list for a right elbow 
contusion. “Now we can 
use it to our advantage 
because he has less innings 
than he normally would. 
The tank looks like it's full 
and it's the middle of Au¬ 
gust.” Melky Cabrera hit a 
three-run homer against 
one of his former teams, 
helping the Indians take 
two of three in the series. 
Jason Kipnis and Yandy 
Diaz, who was called up 
to replace injured slugger 
Edwin Encarnacion, had 
three hits apiece. 

Engel finished with three hits 
and three RBIs, including a 
solo drive in the eighth. Fie 
added another outstand¬ 
ing catch to his resume, 
robbing Yonder Alonso of 
a potential three-run hom¬ 
er with a leaping grab in 


center in the top half of the 
eighth. Fie made two simi¬ 
lar plays against the New 
York Yankees in Chicago’s 
previous series. 

“The chances of there be¬ 
ing three balls in one week 
that you get an opportuni¬ 
ty to go up and bring back 
I feel like are slim,” Engel 
said. “It's cool that it hap¬ 
pened.” 

The Indians supported 
Carrasco with four runs in 
the first and two more in 
the second. 

Alonso hit a two-out RBI 
single before Cabrera hit a 
drive to right for a 4-0 lead. 
Kipnis and Diaz hit RBI sin¬ 
gles in the second against 
Dylan Covey (4-9). 

“That's been good the 
whole year,” Carrasco said 
about the offense. 

The White Sox scored their 
lone run off Carrasco on 
Daniel Palka’s groundout in 
the first. Carrasco has won 
six of his last eight starts. 
Covey allowed six runs and 
seven hits in just 2 2/3 in¬ 
nings. Fie is 1-8 with an 8.94 
ERA in his last 10 starts. 

The Indians improved to 37- 
17 against the AL Central. 
The White Sox have lost five 
of six. 

ON THE MOVE 

Encarnacion was placed 
on the 10-day disabled list. 
Fie has a right hand contu¬ 
sion and some swelling in 
his left biceps. 

Diaz was promoted from 
the minors. The infielder hit 
.293 in 98 games at Triple-A 
Columbus. 

PATIENCE 

White Sox manager Rick 
Renteria said Covey, who 
has a 6.06 ERA, will remain 
in the rotation. 

“We need him to gain more 
experience in that starter's 
role, to give him a chance 
and develop that skill set,” 
Renteria said. 

TRAINER’S ROOM 
Indians: X-rays were nega¬ 
tive for RFHP Trevor Bauer 
(right ankle), who was sore 
after being struck by a line 
drive in his start Saturday. 
Francona said he doubts 
the soreness would cause 
Bauer to miss his next start. 
“Fle’s got an extra day 


anyway,” Francona said. 
... RFHP Corey Kluber (illness) 
was feeling better after he 
was sent back to the ho¬ 
tel on Saturday, Francona 
said. Kluber is expected to 
make his scheduled start 
Tuesday in Cincinnati. 

UP NEXT 

Indians: RFHP Mike Clevinger 
(7-7, 3.38 ERA) is scheduled 
to face Reds RFHP Flomer 
Bailey (1-9, 6.19 ERA) on 
Monday in the opener of a 
three-game series. 

White Sox: RFHP Reynaldo 
Lopez (4-9, 4.30 ERA) is set 
to start the opener of a 
three-game series at De¬ 
troit on Monday. RFHP Artie 
Lewicki (0-2, 4.76 ERA) 

pitches for the TigersO 


Chicago White Sox's Adam Engel (15) makes a catch against 
the wall for an out on a ball hit by Cleveland Indians’ Yonder 
Alonso during the eighth inning of a baseball game Sunday, 
Aug. 12, 2018, in Chicago. 

Associated Press 


























MONDAY 13 AUGUST 


DISPORTS 



Koepka holds off Woods to win PGA Championship 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 

ST. LOUIS (AP) — Brooks Ko¬ 
epka is impossible to over¬ 
look now, winning the PGA 
Championship on Sunday 
with machine-like precision 
to go with his back-to-back 
U.S. Open titles. 

And it still felt — and sound¬ 
ed — like he was play¬ 
ing second billing to Tiger 
Woods. 

With roars for Woods un¬ 
heard anywhere this side 
of Augusta National, Ko¬ 
epka kept his cool and ran 
off two birdies on the back 
nine at Bellerive with Adam 
Scott tied for the lead and 
Woods one shot behind. 
Koepka closed with a 4-un- 
der 66 for a two-shot victo¬ 
ry, making him only the fifth 
player to win the U.S. Open 
and PGA Championship in 
the same year. 

“The crowds here, they let 
you know what’s going 
on,” Koepka said with a big 
grin. “The beginning of the 
back nine, I could hear all 
the roars. When Tiger start¬ 
ed making his little run, and 
Scotty made his run, it got 



Brooks Koepka poses with the Wanamaker Trophy after winning 
the PGA Championship golf tournament at Bellerive Country 
Club, Sunday, Aug. 12, 2018, in St. Louis. 


loud." 

Even with two bogeys. 
Woods shot 64 for his lowest 
final round in a major. 

“I played hard," Woods 
said. “I made a bit of a run. 
It looks like I’m going to 
come up a little short.” 
Koepka was responsible for 
that. 

After wasting one chance 


Associated Pressa 

to put it away, Koepka ran 
kept attacking flags and 
ran in birdie pufts of 10 feet 
on No. 15 and 7 feet on No. 
16 to end the drama. He 
tapped in for par on the 
final hole to set the PGA 
Championship scoring re¬ 
cord at 264. 

It also tied the major cham¬ 
pionship record that Henrik 
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Stenson set at Royal Troon 
two years ago in the British 
Open. 

Koepka has won three 
of the last six majors he 
played, and two of three 
this year alone. He joined 
Woods, Jack Nicklaus, Ben 
Hogan and Gene Sarazen 
as the only players to win 
the two U.S. majors that ro¬ 
tate to different courses in 
the same year. Scott hung 
around by making big 
putts, just like he hoped, 
and was tied for the lead 
until Koepka’s birdies. Scott 
missed a 6-foot birdie putt 
on the par-5 17th that 
would have pulled him to 
within one shot — right af¬ 
ter Koepka missed from the 
same range — and then 
made bogey on the 18th 
for a 67 to finish alone in 
third. 

The St. Louis fans waited 17 
years to see Woods — he 
last was at Bellerive when 
the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks 
canceled a World Golf 
Championship — and he 
delivered a performance 
that took golf back in time. 
Thomas Bjorn might have 
seen it coming. Earlier in 
the week, as he was clean¬ 
ing out his locker after with¬ 
drawing with an injury, he 
thought back to Woods 
getting into contention at 
Carnoustie last month at 
the British Open. “He rec¬ 
ognized who that guy was 
that day," Bjorn said. 
Woods was relentless, 
pumping fists, raising the 
putter in his left hand, mak¬ 
ing birdies and charging 
toward a finish that caused 
pure pandemonium 

among one of the largest 
and noisiest crowds at a 
major. 

Without hitting a fairway on 
the front nine. Woods cut 
the four-shot deficit to two. 
Dialed in on the back nine, 
he dropped an approach 
into 4 feet on No. 12, got 
within one shot with a 10- 
foot birdie on the par-3 
13th and, after a bad drive 
led to bogey, he answered 
with another approach 
that hit a foot from the 
hole. 

That was as good as it got. 
Facing the most important 
drive of the day on the par- 


5 17th, Woods sent it sailing 
to the right and it embed¬ 
ded in a hazard along the 
banks of a creek. He did 
well to advance it, but had 
to save par from a bunker. 
Behind him, Koepka holed 
his two birdie putts. 

Woods and Koepka played 
nine holes of a practice 
round on Wednesday, and 
the 14-time major cham¬ 
pion knew what he was 
up against. “It’s tough to 
beat when the guy hits 
it 340 down the middle,” 
Woods said. “What he did 
at Shinnecock, just bomb¬ 
ing it, and then he’s doing 
the same thing here.... And 
when a guy’s doing that 
and hitting it straight, and 
as good a putter as he is, 
it’s tough to beat.” 

Koepka never imagined 
a year like this. He missed 
four months at the start 
of the year when a par¬ 
tially torn tendon in his left 
wrist, causing him to sit out 
the Masters. He outlasted 
good friend Dustin John¬ 
son at Shinnecock Hills to 
become the first back-to- 
back U.S. Open champion 
in 29 years. 

And now this. 

Koepka joked about work¬ 
ing out in a public gym this 
week with Dustin Johnson 
and not being recognized. 
He has been motivated 
by more serious moments, 
from being left off the “no¬ 
table scores” section of TV 
coverage at tournaments 
and even last week, when 
he was not summoned for 
a TV interview to preview 
the PGA Championship. 

He now is No. 2 in the world, 
with a shot at overtak¬ 
ing Johnson in two weeks 
when the FedEx Cup play¬ 
offs start. 

Justin Thomas also had 
a chance to join Woods 
as the only back-to-back 
PGA champions in stroke 
play, and he was tied for 
the lead briefly on the front 
nine when Koepka missed 
fairways and made two 
straight bogeys. Thomas 
turned birdie into bogey at 
the turn with a three-putt 
from 5 feet, and he missed 
a short par putt on the 14th 
to fall back. He shot 68 and 
tied for sixth. □ 
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Harvick wins at Michigan for NASCAR-high 7th victory of year 



Kevin Harvick celebrates his victory after a NASCAR Cup Series auto race at Michigan International Speedway in Brooklyn, Mich., 
Sunday, Aug. 12, 2018. 

Associated Press 


By LARRY LAGE 
AP Sports Writer 
BROOKLYN, Mich. (AP) — 

Kevin Harvick capped off 
his father-son weekend by 
dominating a race and 
putting 6-year-old son 
Keelan in the passenger 
seat to hold the flapping, 
checkered flag out of 
the window. “That was 
definitely way up there on 
the bucket list," Harvick 
said. Harvick broke a tie 
atop NASCAR’s Big 3 by 
easily winning at Michigan 
International Speedway 
for his Cup-high seventh 
victory of the season. 

His No. 4 Ford finished 3-plus 
seconds ahead of Brad 
Keselowski’s No. 2 Ford on 
Sunday in the Consumers 
Energy 400. Points leader 
Kyle Busch finished third in 
his No. 18 Toyota — more 
than 4 seconds behind 
Harvick. “I was front of him 
for about 5 laps," Busch 
joked. Busch has won six 
races this year and Martin 
Truex Jr. has finished in first 
four times. The rest of the 
field has combined to win 
just six of 23 races. 

Truex Jr., the third driver 
in NASCAR's Big 3 with 
Harvick and Busch, was 
14th in the 40-car field in his 
No. 78 Toyota. Keselowski 
said he couldn't be more 
aggressive late in the 200- 
lap race because Harvick 
was simply so far ahead. 
Austin Dillon, in the No. 
3 Chevrolet, was fourth 
followed by Ryan Blaney’s 
No. 12 Ford. 

Denny Hamlin led the field 
to the green flag for the 
second straight week, but 
his No. 11 Toyota could not 
stay ahead. He ended up 


eighth at MIS after finishing 
13th in last week’s race at 
Watkins Glen. 

WHO’S HOT 

Harvick won each of 
three stages and led 108 
laps, more than four times 
more than anyone else on 
the 2-mile oval. His seven 
victories have helped Ford 
earn 10 Cup victories, 
matching its total from last 
year and pulling within one 
of Toyota’s total. 

WHO’S NOT 

Jimmie Johnson has not 
finished better than 10th in 
his last nine races and sits 


14th in the standings. The 
seven-time Cup champion 
was running in the top 
15 late in the race when 
a loose wheel led to an 
unscheduled pit stop and 
a 28th-place finish a week 
after he was 30th at Watkins 
Glen. 

ROUGH DAY 

Truex was running with the 
leaders during the second 
stage before running out 
of gas and going into the 
pits, which were closed. 
He also was penalized for 
an uncontrollable tire and 
pushed to the back of the 


40-car field. 

Soon after a restart early 
in the race, rookie William 
Byron’s No. 24 Chevrolet 
got loose and made 
side-by-side contact with 
Truex to bring out another 
caution flag. 

“Anything that could have 
went wrong did,” Truex 
said. “We got wrecked by a 
rookie mistake underneath 
us, and then ran out of 
gas. We could’ve won 
the second stage. We just 
didn’t have enough gas. 
The car was fast. We just 
couldn’t catch a break all 


day.” 

CLOSE KEZ 

Keselowski, who is from 
suburban Detroit, is still 
desperately seeking his 
first win in Michigan. The 
Penske Racing driver 
finished second in a Cup 
race for the second time 
at MIS, where he also has a 
trio of third-place finishes in 
19 career starts. 

“The last three weeks we've 
had some big struggles," 
Keselowski said. “It’s nice to 
be able to have a mostly 
clean race and get the 
finish we deserve. □ 
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Reunion time: ‘Big 4’ back together at Cincinnati 



Rafael Nadal, of Spain, celebrates after defeating Stefanos Tsitsipas, of Greece, in the final of the 
Rogers Cup men’s tennis tournament in Toronto, Sunday, Aug. 12, 2018. 

Associated Press 


By JOE KAY 
AP Sports Writer 
MASON, Ohio (AP) — For 

the first time in more than a 
year, the “Big Four” is back 
together at the Western & 
Southern Open. 

Rafael Nadal, Roger Fe- 
derer, Novak Djokovic and 
Andy Murray highlight the 
men’s bracket that begins 
Monday in a tournament 
that will help gauge how 
several prominent players 
are recovering from set¬ 
backs as the U.S. Open ap¬ 
proaches. 

Murray missed 11 months 
following hip surgery and 
tried to return for Wimble¬ 
don, but withdrew when 
he wasn’t satisfied with his 
workouts. Cincinnati will be 
his fourth tournament in his 
comeback. 

He reached the quarter¬ 
finals at Washington two 
weeks ago, his best re¬ 
sult. Murray will play Lucas 
Pouille in the opening round 
on Monday afternoon. 

One of the “Big Four” won 
the title at Cincinnati in 10 
of the last 13 years, with Bul¬ 
garia's Grigor Dimitrov tak¬ 
ing it in 2017. Dimitrov didn't 
drop a set and lost his serve 
only once while getting his 
first Masters title. 

The second-ranked Fe- 
derer has a record seven 


titles in Cincinnati, which is 
one of his favorite tourna¬ 
ments with its low-key set¬ 
ting. He and No. 1-ranked 
Nadal have been locked in 
a season-long, back-and- 
forth atop the rankings, ex¬ 
changing the top spot six 
times in the last six months. 
Nadal is guaranteed to 
take the top ranking into 
the U.S. Open. 

Nadal won his fifth title of 


fhe year on Sunday in To¬ 
ronto, beating Stefanos Ts¬ 
itsipas 6-2, 7-6 (4). 

While Federer has had 
great success in Cincinnati 
— winning 41 of his last 45 
matches — Djokovic has 
never won a Western & 
Southern title — the only 
ATP Masters 1000 champi¬ 
onship to elude him. He’s 
reached the finals five 
times and lost every time. 


acknowledging that the 
pressure has played a part. 
Djokovic is trying once 
again to become the first 
to win all nine ATP Masters 
events. 

In the women’s bracket, 
Serena Williams faces Dar¬ 
ia Gavrilova on Monday 
night, her first match since 
she suffered the most lop¬ 
sided defeat of her career. 
The 23-time Grand Slam 


champion lost 6-1, 6-0 to 
Johanna Konta in San 
Jose, then withdrew from 
the Rogers Cup in Mon¬ 
treal. 

Williams had a baby in Sep¬ 
tember and developed 
blood clots. She was the 
runner-up at Wimbledon 
last month, her fourth tour¬ 
nament since she returned 
to the tour. 

When she withdrew from 
the Rogers Cup, the 
36-year-old Williams said 
she's been struggling with 
postpartum emotions. 

“Not only was I accepting 
some tough personal stuff, 
but I just was in a funk,” Wil¬ 
liams said in an Instagram 
post. 

“Mostly, I felt like I was not 
a good mom.” 

Top-ranked Simona Halep 
is fresh off another title. She 
beat Sloane Stephens 7-6 
(6), 3-6, 6-4 for her third title 
this year — she also beat 
Stephens for the French 
Open title. 

Stephens is preparing to 
defend her surprising U.S. 
Open title last year. She 
was the runner-up in the 
French Open, but lost in the 
opening round at Wimble¬ 
don for the second straight 
year. The loss to Halep on 
Sunday left her 0-8 against 
No. 1-ranked players.Q 


Montreal 



Winner Simona Halep, right, of Romania poses with second place Sloane Stephens of the 
United States following the final at the Rogers Cup tennis tournament Sunday, Aug. 12, 2018 in 
Montreal. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Page 18 

“Both matches were 
crazy good,” Halep said 
about the French and 
Rogers finals. “She makes 
me play better and bet¬ 
ter every time we meet 
each other. That's a great 
thing for me. I feel like she 
improved in her mental 
(side) also. She doesn’t 
give up that much now. 
Of course, she’s a strong 
player. I think she's a 
complex player. She has 
everything.” A large Ro¬ 
manian contingent wav¬ 
ing their red and yellow 
flags chanted Halep’s 
name between points. 
However, there were just 
as many pulling for Ste¬ 
phens in a match of two 
players who don’t over¬ 


power with their serve but 
hammer groundstrokes 
down the lines. “I thought 
I played well, I thought she 
played well,” Stephens 
said. “Obviously, in a final, 
you hope for matches like 
that — super competi¬ 
tive, high energy. There's 
nothing more than you 
could hope for in a final. 
It’s obviously upsetting 
that I didn’t win, but I think 
I got better than the last 
final we played. Yeah, if’s 
disappointing, but I think 
this will help me moving 
forward, geffing ready to 
go into (Cincinnati) and 
the U.S. Open." A back- 
and-forth opening set saw 
Halep jump to a 4-1 lead 
before Stephens found 
the range with her fore¬ 
hand and broke service 


three times to take a 6-5 
lead. The American then 
wasted two set points as 
Halep forced a tiebreaker. 
Stephens went up on two 
Halep double faults, but 
the Romanian stormed 


back to take the set. It was 
the first set Stephens lost all 
week. Stephens added 
three more breaks to take 
the second set, but lost her 
serve to open the third. 
She broke back for 2-2, but 


then suffered a letdown as 
Halep broke service twice 
more to take the lead. 
Stephens fought off three 
match points for one last 
service break before Ha¬ 
lep closed it outO 
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Ledecky to tackle all 4 distances in Tokyo 


200 to 1,500 



Katie Ledecky of the U.S., checks her time after the women's 1500m freestyle timed final during the Pan Pacific swimming 
championships in Tokyo, Sunday, Aug.12, 2018. 

Associated Press 


By STEPHEN WADE 
AP Sports Writer 
TOKYO (AP) — They’ve 
added a new swimming 
event to the 2020 Tokyo 
Olympics — the 1,500 me¬ 
ter freestyle — and Katie 
Ledecky plans to be racing 
it. 

This could pose a prob¬ 
lem, even for the five-time 
Olympic champion and 14- 
time world champion. 

She won the 200, 400, and 
800 two years ago in Rio de 
Janeiro. Now add to that 
the 1,500. So is Ledecky 
planning to perhaps drop 
the 200, maybe her weak¬ 
est race, and focus on the 
longer distances? 

She lost the 200 a few days 
ago in the Pan Pacific 
Championships, her only 
blemish on a strong show¬ 
ing this week in the Japa¬ 
nese capital. 

“I don’t anticipate trying 
to drop any of them,” she 
said Sunday after winning 
the 1,500 at the Pan Pacs 
on the final day of the four- 
day meet. 

The meet serves as a dress 
rehearsal for the Olympics 
in two years and is the big¬ 
gest meet of the year for 
swimmers from the Pacific 
region. 

Certainly Ledecky won’t 
drop the 1,500. Her time of 
15 minutes, 38.97 seconds, 
was the 10th fastest in his¬ 
tory. She now owns nine 
of the top 10 times in that 
event — and the world re¬ 
cord. 

“It's something that makes 
training really challeng¬ 
ing and exciting for me 
to compete in the shorter 
races,” she said. “So I have 
no plans of dropping any¬ 
thing. Plans could change, 
but I think I still have a lot in 
me.” 

As a trial for Tokyo, Ledecky 
is likely to swim all four next 
year in the world champi¬ 
onships in South Korea. 


“I think I’m very experi¬ 
enced swimming those 
events," she said. “I think I 
know how to manage my 
races and manage my en¬ 
ergy.” 

The United States was over¬ 
powering in the pool at 
the Pan Pacs — especially 
on the final day. The meet 
wraps up Tuesday with the 
outdoor distance events. 
The Americans won 18 gold 
medals, ahead of Australia 
with eight and Japan with 
six. The Americans also led 
the overall medal table 
with 43. 

China, the Pacific's oth¬ 
er swim power, largely 
skipped the meet to focus 


on the Asian Games, which 
open in a few days in Ja¬ 
karta, Indonesia. 

The meet was extra impor¬ 
tant for American Ryan 
Murphy. He took the 200 
backstroke in 1:53.57, edg¬ 
ing Japanese Ryosuke Irie 
in 1:55.12 and American 
Austin Katz in 1:56.00. Mur¬ 
phy also won the 100 back- 
stroke earlier in the meet. 

“It was nice to be in Tokyo, 
and I really wanted to have 
a good meet here,” Mur¬ 
phy said. “You know. I'm a 
little superstitious. Hopefully 
this bodes well for me lead¬ 
ing into 2020. Swimming 
well in a pool here, I think 
I can swim well in a pool 


that's two blocks away." 
Murphy said he’s worn the 
same socks to major meets 
for the past four years, and 
always eats a peanut but¬ 
ter and jelly sandwich with 
a banana and Greek yo¬ 
gurt as his preferred snack 
before every meet. 

“It works for me,” he said. 
“It might not work for every¬ 
one, but I like it. I’ve talked 
to the nutritionist and he 
said it's OK.” 

Other American winners 
on Sunday included Kath¬ 
leen Baker in the 200 back- 
stroke, Zane Grothe in the 
800 freestyle, Michael An¬ 
drew in the 50 freestyle, 
and Micah Sumrall in the 


200 breaststroke. 

Cate Campbell of Austra¬ 
lia completed her double, 
winning the 50 freestyle in 
23.81. She won the 100 on 
Friday. The Australian has 
bounced back after a dis¬ 
appointing Olympics two 
years ago in Rio de Janeiro, 
a comeback she attributes 
partly to taking a year off 
from competitive swim¬ 
ming. 

Ippei Watanabe of Japan, 
the world record-holder 
in the 200 breaststroke, 
delighted local fans with 
his win in that event. He 
clocked 2:07.75 to set a 
meet record. His world re¬ 
cord is 2:06.67.Q 
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‘Touch the sun’: NASA spacecraft hurtles toward our star 



Parker Solar Probe on a ULA Delta IV Heavy rocket lifts off from Launch Complex 37 at Cape Canaveral Air Force Station Sunday, 
Aug. 12, 2018. 


By MARCIA DUNN 
AP Aerospace Writer 
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) 

— Embarking on a mission 
that scientists have been 
dreaming of since the Sput¬ 
nik era, a NASA spacecraft 
hurtled Sunday toward the 
sun on a quest to unlock 
some of its mysteries by 
getting closer than any ob¬ 
ject sent before. 

If all goes well, the Parker 
Solar Probe will fly straight 
through the wispy edges of 
the sun's corona, or outer 
atmosphere, in Novem¬ 
ber. In the years ahead, it 
will gradually get within 3.8 
million miles (6 million kilo¬ 
meters) of the surface, its 
instruments protected from 
the extreme heat and ra¬ 
diation by a revolutionary 
new carbon heat shield 
and other high-tech wiz¬ 
ardry. Altogether, the Park¬ 
er probe will make 24 close 
approaches to our star dur¬ 
ing the seven-year, $1.5 bil¬ 
lion journey. 

“Wow, here we go. We're in 
for some learning over the 
next several years,” said Eu¬ 
gene Parker, the 91-year- 
old astrophysicist for whom 
the spacecraft is named. It 
was Parker who accurately 
theorized 60 years ago the 
existence of solar wind — 
the supersonic stream of 
charged particles blasting 
off the sun and coursing 
through space, sometimes 
wreaking havoc on electri¬ 
cal systems on Earth. 

This is the first time NASA has 
named a spacecraft after 
a living person. 

As Parker and thousands of 
others watched, a Delta IV 
Heavy rocket carried the 
probe aloft, thundering into 
the clear, star-studded sky 
on three pillars of fire thaf lit 
up the middle-of-the-night 
darkness. 

NASA needed the mighty 
23-story rocket, plus a third 


stage, to get the Parker 
probe — the size of a small 
car and well under a fon 
— racing toward the sun, 
93 million miles (150 million 
kilometers) from Earth. 

A Saturday morning launch 
attempt was foiled by last- 
minute technical trouble. 
But Sunday gave way to 
complete success. 

It was the first rocket launch 
ever witnessed by Parker, 
a retired University of Chi¬ 
cago professor. He said it 
was like looking at photos 
of the Taj Mahal for years 
and then beholding the 
real thing in India. 

“I really have to turn from 
biting my nails in getting it 
launched, to thinking about 
all the interesting things 
which I don't know yet and 
which will be made clear, I 
assume, over the next five 
or six or seven years," Park¬ 


er said on NASA TV. 

Among fhe mysteries sci¬ 
entists hope to solve: Why 
is the corona hundreds of 
times hotter than the sur¬ 
face, which is 10,000 de¬ 
grees Fahrenheit (5,500 de¬ 
grees Celsius)? And why is 
the sun’s atmosphere con¬ 
tinually expanding and ac¬ 
celerating, as Parker theo¬ 
rized in 1958? 

“The only way we can do 
that is to finally go up and 
touch the sun," said project 
scientist Nicola Fox of Johns 
Hopkins University. “We’ve 
looked at it. We’ve stud¬ 
ied it from missions that are 
close in, even as close as 
the planet Mercury. But we 
have to go there." 

A better understanding of 
the sun's life-giving and 
sometimes violent nature 
could also enable earth¬ 
lings to better protect satel¬ 


lites and astronauts in orbit, 
along with the power grids 
so vital to today’s technolo¬ 
gy-dependent society, said 
Thomas Zurbuchen, NASA’s 
science mission chief. 
Parker, the probe, will start 
shattering records this fall. 
On ifs very first brush with 
the sun, it will come within 
15.5 million miles (25 million 
kilometers), easily beating 
the current record of 27 mil¬ 
lion miles (43 million kilome¬ 
ters) set by NASA's Helios 2 
spacecraft in 1976. 

By the time Parker gets to 
its 22nd, 23rd and 24th or¬ 
bits of fhe sun in 2024 and 
2025, it will be even deeper 
into the corona and trav¬ 
eling at a record 430,000 
mph (690,000 kilometers 
per hour). Nothing from 
planet Earth has ever gone 
that fast. Even Fox has dif¬ 
ficulty comprehending the 
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mission's derring-do. 

“To me, it's still mind-blow¬ 
ing," she said. “Even I still 
go, ‘Really? We're doing 
that?”’ 

The 8-foot (2.4-meter) heat 
shield will serve as an um¬ 
brella that will shade the 
spacecraft’s scientific in¬ 
struments, with on-board 
sensors adjusting the pro¬ 
tective cover as necessary 
so that nothing gets fried. 

A mission to get up close 
and personal with our 
star has been on NASA’s 
books since 1958. The trick 
was making the space¬ 
craft compact and light 
enough to travel at incred¬ 
ible speeds and durable 
enough to withstand the 
punishing environment. 
“We’ve had to wait so long 
for our technology to catch 
up with our dreams,” Fox 
said.Q 
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Growing Spokane, Washington, sheds its sleepy city image 



In this photo taken June 4, 2018, a construction crane looms over downtown and the Monroe 
Street Bridge in Spokane, Wash. 


By NICHOLAS K. GERANIOS 
Associated Press 
SPOKANE, Wash. (AP) — 

Ramsey and Amy Pruchnic 
lived in the Seattle area for 
five years before deciding 
they wanted to escape 
the Puget Sound rat race 
and move closer to family 
on the opposite side of the 
state. 

Now they own their own 
businesses and live in a 
1928 farmhouse on 10 ru¬ 
ral acres they bought just 
south of Spokane, near the 
Idaho border, where they 
are raising three children 
and 18 chickens. 

“The honeymoon phase 
of Seattle wore off,” said 
Amy Pruchnic, 31, who 
just opened a specialty 
doughnut shop in a hip 
development downtown. 
“Why not work in a town 
like Spokane?” 

The Pruchnics are among 
a wave of new residents in 
Washington’s second-larg¬ 
est city, which is experienc¬ 
ing a growing population 
thanks to more jobs and 
an influx of people leaving 
larger West Coast cities. 
They include young fami¬ 
lies like the Pruchnics — 
many in search of cheaper 
housing, easier commutes, 
good schools and a work- 
life balance — and retirees 
with disposable income. 
“We are getting both ends 
of the spectrum,” said 
Todd Mielke, chief execu¬ 
tive of Greater Spokane 
Incorporated, the region's 
chamber of commerce. 
The trend is also visible in 
other midsize western cities 
like Boise, Idaho, as people 


Associated Press 
CAMARILLO, Calif. (AP) 

— The average U.S. price 
of regular-grade gasoline 
has risen 2 cents a gallon 
over the past two weeks, to 
$2.93. 

Industry analyst Trilby Lund- 
berg of the Lundberg Sur¬ 
vey says that’s 53 cents a 
gallon higher than at this 
time last year. 

Lundberg said Sunday it 
appears unlikely prices 
will continue to rise in the 


flee soaring housing costs 
up and down the West 
Coast. 

Spokane has long been 
known as a sleepy place 
with slow growth that 
chugged along in the 
shadow of much larger 
and richer Seattle, 280 
miles (450 kilometers) west. 
But the country’s economic 
recovery has finally trickled 
down to the city of nearly 
220,000. 

Spokane doesn’t have a 
dominant employer like 
Boeing or Microsoft. But it 
does have a lot of smaller 
companies, plus a growing 
number of good-paying 
jobs in government, higher 
education and medicine. 
Fairchild Air Force Base re¬ 
mains the region's largest 
single employer. 

It’s good news for a city 
that suffered during the 
Great Recession. 


weeks ahead, however, 
and could actually drop 
slightly. She says that’s 
because refiners have in¬ 
creased capacity and cur¬ 
rent demand is weak. 

The highest average price 
in the contiguous 48 states 
is $3.69 in the San Francisco 
Bay area. 

The lowest average is $2.53 
in Jackson, Mississippi. 

The average price of diesel 
rose one cent over the past 
two weeks, to $3.81 .□ 


“We’ve exceeded the job 
level at the peak of the last 
expansion,” said Grant For¬ 
syth, chief economist for 
Avista Corp., the region’s 
electric and gas utility. “We 
have recovered all of the 
lost jobs and then some.” 
Numbers tell the story. 

The Spokane Metropolitan 
Statistical Area, consisting 
of Spokane and adjacent 
Stevens and Pend Oreille 
counties, had 232,500 jobs 
in 2007, just before the re¬ 
cession. In March the area 
reported 244,700 jobs. 

A big mystery project pro¬ 
posed near the Spokane 
International Airport was 
recently revealed to be an 
Amazon fulfillment center. 
The building will be more 
than 2.5 million square feet 
(232,300 square meters), 
have more than 1,500 full¬ 
time employees and cost 
$181 million. Construction 
has already started. 
“Amazon will be one of the 
largest businesses in the 
Spokane region,” Mielke 
said, and it might lure oth¬ 
ers. 

Meanwhile, the Spokane 
metro area's population 
grew from 470,000 in 2000 
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to 556,000 in 2016. Throw in 
the 150,000 residents of ad¬ 
jacent Kootenai County, 
Idaho, and the combined 
statistical area has 710,000 
residents. 

The rising population has 
jolted the housing market. 
The median sale price of a 
home in Spokane County 
was $240,000 in May, up 
$32,000 from May 2017, 
the Spokane Association 
of Realtors said. Demand 
for homes outstrips sup¬ 
ply. Still, Realtor.com re¬ 
cently named Spokane 
first among “10 Affordable 
Midsize Cities.” 

Spokane is surrounded by 
large lakes, five ski areas, 
mountains and rivers, and 
outdoor recreation has al¬ 
ways been a draw. It also 
has a lively nightlife and lit¬ 
erary scene and lots of new 
upscale dining choices. 
National Geographic Trav¬ 
eler magazine recently 
named Spokane one of 29 
“Cities on the Rise,” noting 
the region is “hipster friend¬ 
ly” and “caffeinated.” 
Spokane has shown up on 
numerous other rankings of 
cool cities in recent years. 
That has local newspaper 


columnist Shawn Vestal 
thinking it might be time for 
locals to retire the whole 
“Spokane doesn’t suck” 
attitude when talking to 
outsiders. 

“There's no reason to go 
around insisting that some¬ 
thing doesn’t suck when it 
truly doesn’t suck," Vestal, 
also an award-winning fic¬ 
tion writer, opined. 

Mielke said Spokane’s se¬ 
cret weapon might be 
higher education. The 
area is home to Eastern 
Washington, Gonzaga and 
Whitworth universities, plus 
a large branch campus of 
Washington State Universi¬ 
ty that includes one of the 
nation’s newest medical 
schools. There are also two 
large community colleges. 
Enrollment is growing rap¬ 
idly. About 40,000 college 
students live in the immedi¬ 
ate Spokane region, and 
more than 70,000 within a 
100-mile (160-kilometer) ra¬ 
dius, Mielke said, providing 
an educated workforce. 
People in bigger cities are 
noticing. 

The Seattle Times reported 
that in recent years more 
than 2,000 people per year 
move from King County to 
Spokane County. That's 
more than move to Phoe¬ 
nix or Portland, Oregon, 
the newspaper reported. 
For the Pruchnics — trying 
to juggle jobs and children 
in the booming and crowd¬ 
ed Seattle area — the 
move was a no-brainer.Q 
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LOCK n ROLL 
TIMESflARE STORAGE? 

Because many guest expressed 
an interest in having storage spate 
available for their personal 
belongings. 

-As low as $6.50 per month. 

• Pricing includes pickup and 
delivery 

■ Saves you time and money, 
year after year 
-Avoid extra luggage fees 

• Affordable storage pricing 

• Convenience & peace of mind. 

For more information: 

Call :297-5684393 

Visit our web page: 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Cambridge univ. 

4 Remove the lid 
from 

9 Hole-making 
tools 

13 Japanese 
wrestling form 

14 Boses and 
Bartletts 

15 Soft cheese 

16 Dog food brand 

17 Too lenient 

19 “Gloria in 
excelsis _!” 

20 Slaphappy 

21 Early guitars 

22 Light bulb 
measures 

24 Not _ long; 
only briefly 

25 Put up cash in 
advance 

27 Thingamajig 

30 Rowed 

31 Sleazebag 

33 Anti’s vote 

35 Dermatologist’s 
concern 

36 Destroys 

37 Lunch spot 

38 got the 
whole world in 
His hands...” 

39 Very talkative 

40 Beauty parlor 

41 TV’s & Greg” 

43 Elbows 

44 Touch lightly 

45 Trigger or 
Mister Ed 

46 Got up 

49 Stockholm 

native 

51 Fool 

54 “Alice in 

56 Near 

57 Not up yet 

58 Part of a pound 

59 Like petits fours 

60 Disarray 

61 Cornered 

62 Animal with 
hoofs 

DOWN 

1 Stubborn 
animal 



Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 


2 Make poor 

3 None _ soon; 
just in time 

4 Conceited 

5 Essentials 

6 Ace or deuce 

7 Military force 

8 Fraternity letter 

9 Ridiculous 

10 Judge’s order 

11 Not taped 

12 Observes 

13 Melancholy 

18 “_John B” 

20 Pleased 

23 Unlock 

24 Enemies 

25 Luxurious 

26 Gathered 
leaves 

27 Declare untrue 

28 Painkillers 

29 Actor Willem 

31 Havana’s 
nation 

32 1 of 24 in the 
human body 

34 Strong urges 

36 Freeway exit 

37 Womanizers 


Saturday’s Puzzle Solved 



©2018 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 
All Rights Reserved. 


39 A+ or C- 

40 Positive 

42 Not getting 
along 

43 Gave a silent 
assent 

45 Therefore 

46 Did the 
breaststroke 


47 or not to 
be...” 

48 Singles 

49 Unkind remark 

50 Dwindle 

52 Eras 

53 Advanced deg. 

55 Decay 

56 Peeples or Long 


©2018 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
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An Andean flamingo swaddles a surrogate Chilean flamingo 
chick, supplanted to replace its own infertile egg, in Slimbridge, 
England, in this undated photo. 

Associated Press 

Heat wave put flamingos 
in the mood for 1 st time 
in 15 years 


Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — A British 
conservation charity says 
record-breaking tempera¬ 
tures have encouraged a 
rare flock of Andean fla¬ 
mingos to lay eggs for the 
first time since 2003. 

The Wildfowl & Wetlands 
Trust says six of the ex¬ 
otic birds laid nine eggs, 
all of which were infertile. 
The charity’s reserve in 
Gloucestershire in south¬ 
west England then gave 
the Andean flamingos 
eggs from near-relatives, 
Chilean flamingos, to look 
after. 

Mark Roberts, the avicul¬ 
ture manager at the Slim¬ 
bridge reserve, says “with 
the Andeans in full parent¬ 
ing mode, we gave them 
Chilean chicks to bring up 


as their own. It's great mo¬ 
tivation and enriching for 
the birds." 

The Andeans are some of 
the oldest animals at the 
trust's Slimbridge reserve. 
Some arrived in the 1960s 
as adults. The birds are 
long-lived and can breed 
into old age.Q 
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Sale /Rent Timeshares 
Divi Phoenix Unit 1402 

PentH 1 BR,,1 /2Bath ,9/1 To 
9/8 29WKS,4500BO$ 

Also Wk 34,8/25 Poolstudio 
3600.BO and a Beach club 
WKS 33/34,8/18 Cheap 
mnwjmw@aol.conn 
508 651 0016 

_209951 

Psychic Riley 

Solves problems in love 
business help and removes 
negative influences. Guaranteed 
Results. All readings are 
customized and confidential. 

001 747 271 9899 

_209659 

FOR RENT/SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 
Aug.4-11 wk 31 
Aug.11-18 wk 32 
two bedroom, pool/ocean view 
or 587 4000 Paradise, Fred 
Only Aug.13-14-15 

_209841 
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Violence Against Women 


Timeshares Rent/Sale 
Divi Golf 

1 Birdie,26WKS 1 BR,2 Bath 
Unit 2316, Granite W/Dryer 
,29WKS 3995.BO 
Rent 895.$ and studio 
Rm4201,Birdie,26 WKS 3300. 
bo.$Rent 825. Also Divi Dutch 
village. 

Studio RM 128,9/1 To 9/8 3300. 
BO $Rent 795 
rmwjmw@aol.com 
508 651 0016 

_209951 
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Marriott Aruba Surf Club 


COLD Sen sun 

2B Ooeanfront SI4k 
2R Oceanside $8000 
GY $4k OVS7k 
3BEDRM Si 3k 

PLATINUM Season 

2B Ocean from £25 k 
Oceanside $16k 
Ocean view £] 5k 
3BEDROM %25k 
*WK. 51 OV £42k 
*WK 52 OV $48k 
* Weeks 7 and 14-all views 

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 

COLD Season 

2B Ocean front £ 14k 
2 B OV $8000 

1 Bed £6000 

PLATINUM Season 

2 RedOV $16500 
2B Oceanfront £25k 
iBOVSlOk 

** Destination points S9 per 
point 

La Cabana Beach Resort 
Weeks 30*33* 44-49 + More 
+ Divi Resorts Weeks for Sale. 

** Preferred Resale Company 

We Need Sellers!!! 

Costa Linda & Playa Linda, 

& All Divi Weeks 

We are the #1 
Rental Timeshare 

agent for Aruba! 

We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners. Contact us to HUY, 
SELL or RENT any timeshare 
property. 


Contact: 

j uliitfTconcierye realty, com 

888-888-2204 Ext 111 

Website: 

www. co n c ie rg er ea Ity.eo m 


HEALTH 

Hospital 
527 4000 
Imsan- San Nicolas 
524 8833 

DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 

Dr. D. de Cuba Tel. 583 9195 

San Nicolas 

Dr. Wever Tel. 584 5155 

PHARMACY ON DUTY 

Oranjestad: 

Kibrahacha Tel. 583 4908 
San Nicolas 

Centro Medico Tel. 584 5794 

OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Mobility Equip . Gire 
568 5165 

Urgent Care 586 0448 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 

Oranjestad 527 3140 

Noord 527 3200 

Sta. Cruz 527 2900 

San Nicolas 584 5000 

Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 

TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 

TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Aruba Airlines 583 8300 
Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 

Venezolana 583 7674 


CRUISES 



August 13 

Carnival Sunshine 


AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Incapasitated 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 

General Info 

Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Helping nature: Inducing labor avoids cesarean for some moms 


By MARILYNN MARCHIONE 
AP Chief Medical Writer 

Move over. Mother Na¬ 
ture. First-time moms at low 
risk of complications were 
less likely to need a cesar¬ 
ean delivery if labor was in¬ 
duced at 39 weeks instead 
of waiting for it to start on 
its own, a big study found. 
Their babies fared better, 
too. 

The results overturn the 
longtime view that induc¬ 
ing labor raises the risk for 
a C-section, and prompted 
two leading OB-GYN doc¬ 
tor groups to say it’s now 
reasonable to offer women 
like those in the study that 
option. 

But only certain pregnant 
women qualify, and the 
study did not track how 
inducing labor affected 
breastfeeding or other 
mom-baby issues later. 
Some groups such as La- 
maze International still ad¬ 
vocate letting nature take 
its course rather than giv¬ 
ing medicines to make the 
womb start contracting. 
“Many women don’t want 
all of the medical care that 
goes with induction” such 
as an IV and fetal moni¬ 
toring, said Lisa Kane Low, 
past president of the Ameri¬ 
can College of Nurse-Mid¬ 
wives and associate dean 
of the University of Michi¬ 
gan School of Nursing. “It 
can result in a very different 
type of experience.” 

Being induced doesn’t 
mean moms can't have 
“natural childbirth” — they 
can forgo pain medicine 
or use a hospital’s homelike 
birthing center rather than 
delivering in “an operating 
room in a sterile suite with a 
big light over your head,” 
said the study leader. Dr. 
William Grobman, an OB- 
GYN specialist at North¬ 
western University in Chi¬ 
cago. 



In this Aug. 7, 2018 photo, a doctor performs an ultrasound scan on a pregnant woman at a 
hospital in Chicago. 


“Everyone has a different 
definition of what a natu¬ 
ral birth is," said Dr. Cynthia 
Gyamfi-Bannerman of New 
York-Presbyterian/Colum- 
bia University Medical Cen¬ 
ter, which participated in 
the study. 

“Some women feel that 
natural just means deliver¬ 
ing vaginally” and more 
were able to do that when 
labor was induced, she 
said. 

Results of the federally 
funded study were pub¬ 
lished Wednesday by the 
New England Journal of 
Medicine. 

ABOUT THE STUDY 
About 40 percent of U.S. 
women giving birth are first¬ 
time moms, and at least 
half are low risk — no prob¬ 
lems requiring early delivery 
or a cesarean. Many wom¬ 
en ask to be induced now, 
to let them plan delivery 
and ensure their doctor is 
available, but the risks and 
benefits are unclear. 
Previous studies suggesting 
that inducing labor rais¬ 
es the risk for a C-section 
were observational and 


compared different types 
of women giving birth un¬ 
der different types of cir¬ 
cumstances. This was the 
first very big experiment to 
time labor induction for 39 
weeks — when a pregnan¬ 
cy is considered full term 
and complication rates are 
lowest. 

More than 6,100 women at 

41 hospitals were randomly 
placed in two groups: one 
had labor induced at 39 
weeks; the other waited 
for labor to start on its own 
and were induced only if 
a problem developed or 
they hadn't delivered by 

42 weeks. 

HOW MOMS AND BABIES 
FARED 

Deaths and severe compli¬ 
cations were fewer among 
babies of women who 
were induced — about 4 
percent versus 5 percent 
in the other group — but 
the difference was so small 
it could have occurred by 
chance alone. Significantly 
fewer babies in the induced 
group needed breathing 
tubes or extra oxygen after 
birth, and they spent less 


Associated Press 

time in the hospital. 
Nineteen percent of in¬ 
duced moms had a ce¬ 
sarean versus 22 percent 
of the others. Doctors es¬ 
timate that one C-section 
would be avoided for ev¬ 
ery 28 women induced. 
Nine percent of induced 
women developed dan¬ 
gerous high blood pressure 
at the end of pregnancy 
versus 14 percent of the 
others. Study participants 
who were induced, such 
as Aleksa Owen, said they 
had less pain and felt more 
in control. 

“I was pretty open to any 
kind of birth, whatever 
works to keep the baby 
safe and myself safe as 
well,” said Owen, a 34-year- 
old graduate student from 
the Chicago suburb of Wo¬ 
odridge, Illinois. Her son was 
born in October 2016 and 
“I felt like I had a sense of 
control throughout the pro¬ 
cess.” 

THE COST 

It's not clear which option 
costs more; researchers 
plan to study that. Induced 
women spent more time in 
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the labor and delivery unit 
but went home sooner af¬ 
ter birth. Insurers often pay 
a fixed rate for births, com¬ 
plicating cost compari¬ 
sons. 

The labor and delivery suite 
is one of the most expen¬ 
sive places in a hospital, 
said Dr. Nanette Santoro, 
OB-GYN chief at the Uni¬ 
versity of Colorado School 
of Medicine. If all eligible 
moms decided to be in¬ 
duced, “I do not believe 
we would have the re¬ 
sources to accommodate 
them," but may have to 
adapt based on this study, 
she said. 

WHAT OTHERS THINK 

Christen Sadler, a certi¬ 
fied nurse-midwife and 
president-elect of Lamaze 
International, said other 
research suggests that “let¬ 
ting labor start on its own 
is almost always best for 
moms and babies” unless 
there’s a problem that re¬ 
quires intervening. 

Nan Strauss, policy chief for 
the advocacy group Every 
Mother Counts, agreed: 
“Inducing labor disrupts 
the complex hormonal 
processes that help labor 
progress, prepare the baby 
for birth, and promote suc¬ 
cessful breastfeeding and 
bonding." 

The American College of 
Obstetricians and Gyne¬ 
cologists and the Society 
for Maternal-Fetal Medi¬ 
cine says it’s reasonable 
for doctors to offer labor 
induction “after discussing 
the options thoroughly” 
with first-time moms at low 
risk who had an ultrasound 
early in pregnancy to veri¬ 
fy when they will reach 39 
weeks. 

Dr. Michael Greene of Mas¬ 
sachusetts General Hospi¬ 
tal noted that women in 
the study were younger 
than U.S. mothers on aver¬ 
age and fewer were over 
35, calling into question 
how generalizable the re¬ 
sults are. 

Still, the study “should re¬ 
assure women that elec¬ 
tive induction of labor at 
39 weeks is a reasonable 
choice" that's unlikely to 
harm moms or babies, he 
wrote in a commentary in 
the joumal.Q 
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Soprano Gasdia reboots troubled Verona Arena opera festival 



Italian baritone Leo Nucci, waves at the crowd after singing the title role in Rossini's "Barbiere di 
Siviglia” at Verona Arena, in Verona, Northern Italy, Saturday, Aug. 4, 2018. 

Associated Press 


By COLLEEN BARRY 
Associated Press 
VERONA, Italy (AP) — The 

colossal Roman-era Ve¬ 
rona Arena amphitheater 
remains an imposing pres¬ 
ence in the northern Italian 
city’s main piazza, but its 
place in the opera world 
has waned in recent years. 
The popular Verona Arena 
summer festival has lost 
both audience and pres¬ 
tige and nearly closed 
two seasons ago under a 
mountain of debt. 

Now the artists and public 
who have sustained it are 
putting their hopes for a 
relaunch in the hands of a 
former opera singer who 
this year became the first to 
run an Italian lyric theater. 
Soprano Cecilia Gasdia, a 
57-year-old Verona native 
who has appeared on the 
Arena stage as an extra, a 
chorus member and a star, 
inherited a troubled festival 
that has struggled for years. 


For her inaugural season as 
general manager, Gasdia 
has used her connections in 
the singing world to secure 


top voices with the aim of 
boosting ticket sales in the 
13,500-seat amphitheater, 
the biggest open-air opera 


theater in the world, which 
in recent years has seen 
audiences plunge. 

Her next goal: balancing 


the budget. 

With short notice, Gasdia 
booked Russian mezzo-so¬ 
prano Anna Goryachova 
as Carmen opposite Arena 
newcomer American tenor 
Brian Jagde as Don Jose, 
sharing the role with Italian 
tenor Francesco Meli. 
Gasdia also coaxed back 
Leo Nucci, one of Italy’s 
most renowned baritones, 
who had announced last 
year at 75 he had sung 
his last aria in the Verona 
Arena, reprising one of his 
signature roles, “II Barbiere 
di Siviglia (The Barber of Se¬ 
ville).” 

“We singers are a bit like 
sailors, we make worthless 
promises! But the reality is, 
that if it weren’t for Cecilia 
Gasdia, with whom I sang ‘II 
Barbiere di Siviglia’ in 1996, 
I wouldn't be here,” Nucci 
said backstage at the Aug. 
4 season premiere of that 
opera. “I did it because 
Cecilia convinced me. ”□ 



join bugaloe for Crazy Fish Mondays! 


Bugaloe Beach Bar & Grill is perfectly located 
between the Riu Palace Hotel and Hilton Resort on 
the famous Palm Pier with stunning 360’’ views of 
the crystal clear ocean. Open daily from 7.30am 
till midnight, mondays are known as Crazy Fish 
Mondays for the delicious fresh fish dishes the 
chef at Bugaloe serves up. 


t 

tiALOE 


Crazy Fish Mondays include a Fried Fish Basket for $13, 

Red Snapper for just $20 or Mahi Mahi for only $18. Fresher 
than fresh is the motto of Bugaloe Beach Bar & Grill. Caught 
in the morning, served at night.,, That's the Bugaloe way! 


In addition to Crazy Fish Mondays, Bugaloe has a weekly 
line-up of live entertainment and daily happy hours from 
5-6pm and 10-11pm. Follow your tapping feet down to the 
music where smiles and fun await you! 

Reservations are recommended. 


Located at Oe Palm Pier between the Hilton Resort and Riu Hotel T: (+297) 586-2233 info@bugaloe.com www.Bugaloe.com trfp ^ sor 
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‘The Meg’ chomps $44.5M, ‘BlacKkKIansman’ opens strong 


By JAKE COYLE, AP Film 
Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Adding 
to Hollywood’s sizzling sum¬ 
mer, the shark thriller “The 
Meg” opened well above 
expectations with an esti¬ 
mated $44.5 million in ticket 
sales, while Spike Lee had 
his best debut in a decade. 
“The Meg” had been fore¬ 
cast by some analysts for 
closer to half that total. An 
American-Chinese co-pro- 
duction between Warner 
Bros, and China's Grav¬ 
ity Pictures, it also debuted 
well overseas, taking in 
$50.3 million in China and 
totaling $96.8 million inter¬ 
nationally, according to 
studio estimates Sunday. 
With an international cast 
led by Jason Statham and 
featuring Li Bingbing, Rainn 
Wilson and Winston Chao, 
“The Meg” cost at least 
$130 million to make. 
Following hits like “The 
Shallows" and “47 Meters 
Down,” the shark movie — 
43 years after Steven Spiel¬ 
berg’s “Jaws” — has been 
showing surprising bite at 
the box office. Jeff Gold¬ 
stein, distribution chief for 



This file image released by Warner Bros. Entertainment shows Jason Statham in a scene from the 
film, “The Meg.” 

Associated Press 


Warner Bros., said late sum¬ 
mer was ideal timing for 
“The Meg.” “This was a fun, 
dumb popcorn movie that 
just looked interesting to the 
public everywhere around 
the world,” Goldstein said. 
“We dug our heels in and 
said: This is the right time to 
go. The last movie, as kids 


are going back to school, 
all the big blockbusters 
have played off. We’re in 
a space by ourselves.” Tra¬ 
ditionally a sleepy time at 
the box office, August has 
helped cement a come¬ 
back summer for the movie 
business. Weekend business 
was up 25 percent from last 


year, and the summer is up 
11.3 percent, according 
to comScore. For Warner 
Bros., which on Wednes¬ 
day will release the highly 
touted “Crazy Rich Asians,” 
“’The Meg” is the studio’s 
best opening this year, 
besting even Spielberg's 
own “Ready Player One.” 


After two weeks at no. 1, 
“Mission: Impossible — Fall¬ 
out” slid to second place 
in its third weekend with 
$20 million. The Paramount 
Pictures release starring 
Tom Cruise has pulled in 
$162 million in three weeks. 
Lee’s critically acclaimed 
“BlacKkKIansman” also 
opened strongly with $10.8 
million in 1,512 theaters. 
The Focus Features release, 
which took the Grand Prix 
at the Cannes Film Fes¬ 
tival in May, was timed 
to the anniversary of the 
violent clashes between 
white nationalists and anti¬ 
racism counter protesters 
in Charlottesville, Virginia. 
Lee’s film, produced by 
Jordan Peele (“Get Out”), 
is a true-life tale of African- 
American police detec¬ 
tive Ron Stallworth (played 
by John David Washing¬ 
ton, son of Denzel), who in 
1979 infiltrated a Colorado 
Springs, Colorado, cell of 
the Ku Klux Klan. “The an¬ 
niversary of Charlottesville 
was something that was 
very key to Spike,” said Lisa 
Bunnell, Focus’ president of 
distribution. □ 
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‘The Bachelorette’ and new 
fiance ready to move forward 



In this undated photo provided ABC, Becca Kufrin embraces 
Garrett Yrigoyen in an episode of the “The Bachelorette”. 

Associated Press 


By ALICIA RANCIUO 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — ABC’s 
“Bachelorette” Becca Ku¬ 
frin and her new fiance, 
Garrett Yrigoyen, hope to 
move forward after contro¬ 
versy. 

Shortly after the season 
premiere, it was discov¬ 


ered that Yrigoyen had 
liked Instagram posts that 
mocked transgender peo¬ 
ple, feminists and Parkland, 
Florida, shooting survivor 
David Hogg. He responded 
quickly by deleting the ac¬ 
count and apologizing, de¬ 
scribing the likes as “mind¬ 
less taps." 


Yrigoyen, 29, said the hard¬ 
est part was criticism that 
Kufrin received. 

“He's one of the most open, 
supportive men to every¬ 
one he encounters and so 
to not have the world see 
that, and to say such ter¬ 
rible, negative things about 
his character was really 
hard. I knew that we would 
have this moment once we 
could finally be in public to 
address it,” she said. 

She chose Yrigoyen in Mon¬ 
day's finale over Blake 
Horstmann. Kufrin was first 
a contestant on “The Bach¬ 
elor," where she got en¬ 
gaged to Arie Luyendyk Jr., 
only to have him dump her 
on camera for his runner- 
up, Lauren Burnham. She 
said her time on “The Bach¬ 
elor” made her mindful of 
her suitors’ feelings on “The 
Bachelorette."□ 
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Nobel Prize-winning author V.S. Naipaul dies at 85 


By SYLVIA HUI 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — V.S. Nai¬ 
paul, the Trinidad-born 
Nobel laureate whose cel¬ 
ebrated writing and brittle, 
provocative personality 
drew admiration and re¬ 
vulsion in equal measures, 
died Saturday at his Lon¬ 
don home, his family said. 
He was 85. 

His wife, Nadira Naipaul, 
said he was “a giant in all 
that he achieved and he 
died surrounded by those 
he loved having lived a life 
which was full of wonderful 
creativity and endeavor.” 
Naipaul was awarded the 
Nobel Prize for Literature 
in 2001 “for having united 
perceptive narrative and 
incorruptible scrutiny in 
works that compel us to see 
the presence of suppressed 
histories.” 

In an extraordinary career 
spanning half a century, the 
writer traveled as a self-de¬ 
scribed “barefoot colonial” 
from rural Trinidad to upper 
class England, picked up 
the most coveted literary 
awards and a knighthood, 
and was hailed as one of 
the greatest English writers 
of the 20th century. 
Naipaul's books explored 
colonialism and decolo¬ 
nization, exile and the 
struggles of the everyman 
in the developing world — 
themes that mirror his per¬ 
sonal background and tra¬ 
jectory. 

Although his writing was 



This 2001 file photo shows British author V.S. Naipaul in Salisbury, England. 


widely praised for its com¬ 
passion toward the des¬ 
titute and the displaced, 
Naipaul himself offended 
many with his arrogant be¬ 
havior and jokes about for¬ 
mer subjects of the empire. 
Among his widely quoted 
comments: He called India 
a “slave society,” quipped 
that Africa has no future, 
and explained that Indian 
women wear a colored 
dot on their foreheads to 
say “my head is empty.” He 
laughed off the 1989 fatwa 
against Salman Rushdie as 
“an extreme form of literary 
criticism." 

The critic Terry Eagleton 
once said of Naipaul: 
“Great art, dreadful poli¬ 
tics.” Caribbean Nobel 


Laureate Derek Walcott 
complained that the au¬ 
thor's prose was tainted by 
his “repulsion towards Ne¬ 
groes.” 

C. L. R. James, a fellow 
Trinidadian writer, put it dif¬ 
ferently: Naipaul’s views, 
he wrote, simply reflected 
“what the whites want to 
say but dare not.” 
Vidiadhar Surajprasad Nai¬ 
paul — Vidia to those who 
knew him — was born on 
Aug. 17, 1932 in Trinidad, 
a descendant of impov¬ 
erished Indians shipped to 
the West Indies as bonded 
laborers. 

His father was an aspiring, 
self-taught novelist whose 
ambitions were killed by 
lack of opportunity; the son 


Associated Press 

was determined to leave 
his homeland as soon as 
he could. In later years, he 
would repeatedly reject 
his birthplace as little more 
than a plantation. 

“I was born there, yes,” he 
said of Trinidad to an inter¬ 
viewer in 1983. “I thought it 
was a great mistake.” 

In 1950, Naipaul was award¬ 
ed one of a few available 
government scholarships 
to study in England, and he 
left his family to begin his 
studies in English literature 
at University College, Ox¬ 
ford. 

There he met his first wife, 
Patricia Hale, whom he 
married in 1955 without tell¬ 
ing his family. 

After graduation, Naipaul 


suffered a period of pov¬ 
erty and unemployment: 
he was asthmatic, starving 
and depending on his wife 
for income. Despite his Ox¬ 
ford education, he found 
himself surrounded by a 
hostile, xenophobic Lon¬ 
don. 

“These people want to 
break my spirit... They want 
me to know my place,” he 
wrote bitterly to his wife. 
Naipaul eventually landed 
a radio job working for BBC 
World Service, where he 
discussed West Indian lit¬ 
erature and found his foot¬ 
ing as a writer. His break¬ 
through came in 1957 with 
his first published novel “The 
Mystic Masseur,” a humor¬ 
ous book about the lives of 
powerless people in a Trini¬ 
dad ghetto. In 1961, Nai¬ 
paul published “A House 
for Mr. Biswas,” which was 
widely acclaimed as a 
masterpiece. That novel, 
about how one man’s life 
was restricted by the limits 
of colonial society, was a 
tribute to Naipaul’s father. 
In the years that followed, 
Naipaul was to travel for 
extensive periods to pen 
journalistic essays and 
travel books. He flew three 
times to India, his ances¬ 
tral home, to write about 
its culture and politics. He 
spent time in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina to write about its 
former First Lady Eva Peron, 
and went to Iran, Pakistan 
and Indonesia for books 
about Islam. □ 


Lucero’s sound reflects polish of 20-year journey 


By SCOTT STROUD, Associ¬ 
ated Press 

Lucero, “Among the 
Ghosts" (Liberty & Lament/ 
Thirty Tigers) 

Lucero has put out great re¬ 
cords before, but for what¬ 
ever reason — geography, 
confusion over genre, a 
lack of recognition from 
the folks who decide what 
gets heard — the Memphis- 
based quintet has never at¬ 
tained the level of stardom 
it probably deserves. 

With “Among the Ghosts," 
its ninth studio album, a 
fine under-the-radar rock 
‘n’ roll band keeps getting 
better. Its songs are better- 


crafted, its lyrics and play¬ 
ing are more mature, and 
the rough-hewn sound that 
was always charming but 
rarely transcendent is as 
good as it has ever been. 
Gone are the piano and 
guitar licks that occasion¬ 
ally sounded too much 
like Bruce Springsteen, 
though he remains an ob¬ 
vious influence. Gone, too, 
are the petulant lyrics that 
sometimes stood between 
singer-songwriter Ben Nich¬ 
ols and greatness (a cer¬ 
tain love song to his guitar 
comes to mind). 

In their place are gritty 
meditations on homesick¬ 


ness, poignant storytelling 
built around a Civil War sol¬ 
dier's letter home, and hon¬ 
est, heartfelt love songs. 
Nichols' maturity is obvious, 
though he's as vulnerable 
as ever. In the title cut, he 
pines from the road for his 
wife and baby girl, singing 
wistfully that “the first word 
she learned to say was 
goodbye.” 

The band’s playing rises 
to the challenge such inti¬ 
mate lyrics pose. RickSteff’s 
piano is less derivative, a 
more subtle complement 
to the gritty guitar playing 
that still drives the band’s 
sound.Q 



This cover image released by Liberty and Lament/Thirty Tigers 
shows “Among the Ghosts,” a release by Lucero. 

Associated Press 
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Tech giants still stumbling in the social world they created 


By BARBARA ORTUTAY 
AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Who 

knew connecting the world 
could get so complicated? 
Perhaps some of technolo¬ 
gy’s brightest minds should 
have seen that coming. 
Social media bans of con¬ 
spiracy theorist Alex Jones 
have thrust Facebook, 
YouTube, Twitter and oth¬ 
ers into a role they never 
wanted — as gatekeep¬ 
ers of discourse on their 
platforms, deciding what 
should and shouldn’t be 
allowed and often anger¬ 
ing almost everyone in the 
process. Jones, a right-wing 
provocateur, suddenly 
found himself banned from 
most major social platforms 
this week, after years in 
which he was free to use 
them to promulgate a va¬ 
riety of false claims. 

Twitter, which one of its ex¬ 
ecutives once called the 
“free speech wing of the 
free speech party,” remains 
a lonely holdout on Jones. 
The resulting backlash sug¬ 
gests that no matter what 
the tech companies do, 
“there is no way they can 
please everyone," as Scott 
Shackelford, a business law 
and ethics professor at Indi¬ 
ana University, observed. 
Facebook’s Mark Zucker- 
berg, Twitter’s Jack Dorsey 
and crew, and Google’s 
stewards of YouTube gave 
little thought to such conse¬ 
quences as they built their 
empires with lofty goals 
to connect the world and 
democratize discourse. 
At the time, they were the 
rebels aiming to bypass the 
stodgy old gatekeepers — 
newspaper editors, televi¬ 
sion programmers and oth¬ 
er establishment types — 
and let people talk directly 
to one another. 

“If you go back a decade 
or so, the whole idea of 
speech on social media 
was seen as highly positive 
light,” said Tim Cigelske, 
who teaches social media 
at Marquette University in 
Wisconsin. There was the 
Arab Spring. There were 
stories of gay, lesbian and 
transgender teens from 
small towns finding support 
online. 

At the same time, of course, 
the companies were rac¬ 



This photo combo of images shows, clockwise, from upper left: a Google sign, and apps for Twitter, 
Spotify and Facebook. YouTube, Facebook, Twitter, Spotify and other sites are finding themselves 
in a role they never wanted, as gatekeepers of discourse on their platforms, deciding what should 
and shouldn't be allowed and often angering almost everyone in the process. 

Associated Press 


ing to build the largest au¬ 
diences possible, slice and 
dice their user data and 
make big profits by turning 
that information into lucra¬ 
tive targeted advertise¬ 
ments. 

The dark side of untram¬ 
meled discourse, the think¬ 
ing went, would sort itself 
out as online communities 
moderated themselves, 
aided by fast-evolving 
computer algorithms and, 
eventually, artificial intelli¬ 
gence. 

“They scaled, they built, 
they wanted to drive rev¬ 
enue as well as user base,” 


said technology analyst Tim 
Bajarin, president of con¬ 
sultancy Creative Strate¬ 
gies. “That was priority one 
and controlling content 
was priority two. It should 
have been the other way 
around.” 

That all got dicier once the 
election of President Don¬ 
ald Trump focused new at¬ 
tention on fake news and 
organized misinformation 
campaigns — not to men¬ 
tion the fact that some of 
the people grabbing these 
new social-media mega¬ 
phones were wild conspir¬ 
acy theorists who falsely 


call mass shootings hoaxes, 
white nationalists who or¬ 
ganize violent rallies and 
men who threaten women 
with rape and murder. 
While the platforms may 
not have anticipated the 
influx of hate speech and 
meddling from foreign 
powers like Russia, North 
Korea and China, Baja¬ 
rin said, they should have 
acted more quickly once 
they found it. “The fact is 
we're dealing with a brave 
new world that they’ve al¬ 
lowed to happen, and they 
need to take more control 
to keep it from spreading,” 



In this April 19,2017, file photo, Alex Jones, a right-wing radio host and conspiracy theorist, arrives 
at the courthouse in Austin, Texas. 

Associated Press 


he said. 

That's easier said than 
done, of course. But it’s 
particularly difficult for 
huge tech companies to 
balance public goods such 
free speech with the need 
to protect their users from 
harassment, abuse, fake 
news and manipulafion. 
Especially given fhaf their 
business models require 
them to alienate as few of 
their users as possible, lest 
they put the flood of adver¬ 
tising money at risk. 

“Trying to piece together a 
framework for speech that 
works for everyone — and 
making sure we effectively 
enforce that framework — 
is challenging," wrote Rich¬ 
ard Allan, Facebook's vice 
president of policy, in a 
blog post Thursday. “Every 
policy we have is grounded 
in three core principles: giv¬ 
ing people a voice, keep¬ 
ing people safe, and treat¬ 
ing people equitably. The 
frustrations we hear about 
our policies — outside and 
internally as well — come 
from the inevitable tension 
between these three prin¬ 
ciples.” 

Such tensions force some 
of the largest corporations 
in the world to decide, for 
instance, if banning Nazis 
also means banning white 
nationalists — and to figure 
out how to tell them apart 
if not. Or whether kick¬ 
ing off Jones means fhey 
need fo ban all purveyors 
of false conspiracy theo¬ 
ries. Or whether racist com¬ 
ments should be allowed if 
they are posted, to make a 
point, by the people who 
received them. 

“I don’t think the platforms 
in their heart of hearts 
would like to keep Alex 
Jones on,” said Nathaniel 
Persily, a professor at Stan¬ 
ford Law School. “But it’s 
difficult to come up with a 
principle to say why Alex 
Jones and not others would 
be removed.” 

While most companies 
have policies against “hate 
speech,” defining what 
constitutes hate speech 
can be difficult, he added. 
Even governments have 
trouble with it. One coun¬ 
try’s free speech is another 
country’s hate speech, 
punishable by jail time.O 










